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Dear Parents/Carers and Students  
 
We are pleased to introduce you to this year’s Key Stage 4 Options booklet, which outlines 
details of the courses offered in Years 10 and 11. It will help inform the choices that Y9 students 
make as they consider what to study next year.  
 
We have created an ambitious curriculum with a degree of flexibility, which will help students 
develop their general ability and will give them the opportunity to specialise in subjects which 
they particularly enjoy or in which they excel. We hope that the curriculum will also develop 
other skills and abilities – physical, social, moral and cultural - as well as encouraging the 
development of positive attitudes.   
 
Students, as you will know, this is a very important time for you because you will be making 
choices which will affect not only what you study in the future but also your long-term career 
prospects. Accordingly, you need to think very carefully about the courses which are on offer 
before making decisions.  This will ensure that what you study in the next two years suits your 
needs and aspirations.  
 
We are aware that, for some of you, it can be hard to make your choice of subjects. We suggest 
that you read this booklet thoroughly, look at the videos on the school website at 
https://stcuthberts.com/year-9-options/ and talk to as many of your teachers as possible, as well 
as your parents and other adults in your family, about your intended choices.  When making 
your choices, think about where studying those subjects can lead to in terms of courses in the 
Sixth Form or College, in higher education, and also in the world of work, as well as your 
aptitude and interest in those subjects.  You may wish to look at the careers advice on the 
Career Connect website at http://www.careerconnect.org.uk/.  It is never too early to start 
finding out about jobs and careers! 
 
This school is proud of its record of providing a broad range of Key Stage 4 courses which allow 
examination success and progression to Post-16 Education, and then employment or higher 
education. We know that we can add value to students’ performance and therefore a guided 
process of subject combination is honed and personalised for each student.  
 
We hope that all students are able to find a suitable combination of subjects and that their Key 
Stage 4 studies will engage and motivate them, in order to allow them to achieve the highest 
possible success in the future and to live life in all its fullness. 
 
Don’t forget to check out the QR Codes on each subject page to view the films from each 
Curriculum Leader on the benefit of selecting that subject – these are also available on our 
school website. 
 
Finally, please complete your Options form (another copy available at the end of this booklet), 
by Thursday, 6th May 2021 and hand to your form tutor. 
 
Mrs C Twist 
Headteacher  

  

https://stcuthberts.com/year-9-options/
http://www.careerconnect.org.uk/
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As you explore each subject, section by section, you will see a code at the top of the 
page (it looks like a barcode).  This is a QR Code.  If you scan the QR Code using 
your smart phone (you’ll need to get a “QR Code Reader” App from your App 
Store/Play Store), you will be directly taken to a video which will explain exactly what 
the subject involves and hopefully answer any questions you may have.   
 
Look out for this:  
 
 
 
 
 
All students will study the following core curriculum: 

• Religious Education 

• English Language 

• English Literature 

• Mathematics 

• Science 

• Personal Development and CEIAG 

• Core PE 
 
 

 
The subject choices are carefully drawn up to try to ensure that every child has the 
opportunity to follow an ambitious curriculum.  However, some subjects have a 
limit to the places on offer.  In the case of a subject being oversubscribed, you will 
be offered places using relevant data and your attitude to learning in that subject 
area.  It may also be that courses do not run due to insufficient numbers. 
 

 

 
Some subjects offer GCSE and BTEC qualifications, both of equal value, and 
opening opportunities for further study/employment for students. 
 
The decision as to which qualification will be followed will be made by school 
staff once all the forms and interviews have been completed. 
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When considering your pathway choices, you should try to balance the following factors:  

• Interest and enjoyment  

• Ability and progress  

• Sensible combinations that provide a broad, balanced and on the whole academic 
curriculum 

If you have any concerns/questions, please see your Form Tutor or 
Head/Assistant Head of Year. 

 

Do........  

✓ Remember that all GCSE and BTEC courses are of an equal standard  

✓ Choose courses you are interested in and which you are likely to enjoy  

✓ Think about the variety within your curriculum as you select your subjects and try to arrive at 
a balance which matches your talents  

✓ Choose courses in which you are likely to achieve success  

✓ Remember that the courses last for two years – you will not be able to change your mind 
once you have begun. 

✓ Pay attention to the method of assessment and choose a subject where you know you can 
obtain a high level of marks.  

✓ Find out more about careers you may be interested in. Which qualifications are needed for 
the different levels of entry? Sometimes this research gives students a goal during the KS4 
years.  

✓ Talk to your parents, your teachers and careers staff. Although they will not want to make the 
decision for you they will each have an important perspective  

✓ Try to be realistic in your choices; commitments out of school such as art, drama, music and 
sport are also important and should complement your academic choices and studies.  
 

 

Don’t.......  

 Choose subjects just because your friends are choosing them.  

 Choose a subject just because you get on well with your teacher. You might well have a 
different teacher at KS4.   
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English study engages our students with the world around them. 
Students have the opportunity to read and write texts that are relevant to their 
own life experiences as well as exploring a range of literary texts. 
 

We expect our students to: 

• Give personal opinions about the texts they read and support those ideas with 
relevant textual evidence. 

• Explain how writers achieve effects in a range of texts. 

• Write extended responses in a range of genres and in an interesting and engaging way.  

• Display a mature and purposeful attitude to their learning.  

Students will study both English Language and English Literature. 
In English Language, students will explore a range of both fiction and non-fiction texts, developing their 
reading skills to explore how writers use language and structure to convey perspective and meaning. In non-
fiction writing, they will learn to develop their skills in how to write for different audiences and purposes, 
expressing ideas clearly and precisely. They will also develop their creative writing skills, crafting their use of 
language to create effects for their reader. 
 
In English Literature, students will study a range of literary fiction. Texts studied will include a Shakespeare 
play (Romeo and Juliet), a 19th century novel (A Christmas Carol), a modern contemporary drama text (Blood 
Brothers) and a selection of poetry. Students will show their understanding of literary heritage whilst exploring 
meaning and writers’ use of literary devices. Students will also develop critical reading skills, making 
comparisons within and between texts.  

Students will be awarded two separate GCSEs in English Language and English Literature, accredited by the 
Examination Board AQA, graded using the new 9-1 numerical grade system. They will also receive an 
endorsement for their use of spoken language. 

Both English Language and English Literature are externally assessed at the 
end of the course. The examinations are weighted at 100% of the final grade 
awarded. 
 

The English Language course has two examinations: 
Paper 1 – Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (1 hour 45 minutes) 
Paper 2 – Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives (1 hour 45 minutes) 
 

The English Literature course has two examinations: 
Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th century novel (1 hour 45 minutes) 
Paper 2 – Modern Texts and Poetry (2 hours 15 minutes) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

As you can see, English Language and English Literature study is extensive, opening up many 
opportunities for future learning and career choices. You could go on to study A Level English 
Language and Literature which could lead to a wide variety of careers in media, theatre, teaching, 
journalism, radio broadcasting and advertising. English study really is the world around us. 

QR Code for 
English 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?start=93&biw=1229&bih=871&tbm=isch&tbnid=GjSTqrd4DSUywM:&imgrefurl=http://www.writingforward.com/category/better-writing&docid=B2vt_4_ObWwJNM&imgurl=http://www.writingforward.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/08/daily-writing.jpg&w=350&h=232&ei=DCDiUrqSE8K2hQeuqoHoDw&zoom=1&ved=0CDsQhBwwEjhk&iact=rc&dur=959&page=5&ndsp=26
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Mathematics underpins every one of our lives.  In order to use the skills well, we need to 
practise and become confident in selecting and applying the appropriate operations.  
This can range from measuring and calculating the size of carpet needed for a room, 
checking the percentage of tax and National Insurance in a pay slip, and even as far as 
appreciating the beauty in classical architecture, which is reliant on aesthetically pleasing 
ratios.  Mathematics is often considered as a science, but has also been linked to an art in its beauty and 
purpose throughout nature.  All students will be required to undertake Mathematics at GCSE level, at a tier 
suitable to their ability.  We aim to develop students into capable Mathematicians, giving them the problem-
solving skills they require in the world of work. 

• To use all opportunities given to enquire and extend mathematical knowledge 

• To be able to work in groups or pairs to discuss and solve a problem 

• To be able to link differing elements of Mathematics together to solve more 
complex problems 

• To be aware of own strengths and particularly weaknesses, and to be willing 
to use many  of the resources available to independently address these areas 

 

• Further develop abilities to calculate; to reason logically, algebraically, and geometrically; to solve 
problems and to handle data 

• All students are encouraged to build on prior learning and to 
develop strong numeracy skills 

• When solving problems, students will develop skills in setting out 
a rational argument 

• To approach problems systematically, choosing appropriate 
techniques for their solution 

• To understand the mathematics likely to be encountered in daily 
adult life 

• To experience satisfaction in and enjoyment of his/her 
mathematical achievement 

 

Yes, this is a single GCSE award and will be required for further education courses, accredited by the 
Examination Board OCR at both Higher and Foundation tiers. 
 

Students will sit 3 exams in total (2 calculator and 1 non-calculator exams).  The specification demands a 
high level of mathematics and will be graded using the grading system (9-1). 

 
Depending on ability, students will be examined at:  

• Foundation Tier – Grades 1 - 5 

• Higher Tier – Grades 4 - 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Further studies at Sixth Form: AS & A2 Mathematics, AS & A2 Further Mathematics, International 
Baccalaureate Mathematics Studies, International Baccalaureate Mathematics HL. 
Careers: Statistics, Transport, Engineering, Media, Food, Technology, Graphics, IT, Computer 
Games, Environment, Medicine, Science, Teaching, Finance … (and much, much more!) 

QR Code for 
Maths 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?sa=X&biw=1229&bih=871&tbm=isch&tbnid=dckFbJ5deNCXKM:&imgrefurl=http://wiltshireaccountants.co.uk/accounting-ratios-measuring-a-business/calculator/&docid=DC-BfAufT27IoM&imgurl=http://wiltshireaccountants.co.uk/P_A_H_d8ta1/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/calculator.jpg&w=3000&h=2000&ei=cr3rUr2UKMLMhAe5-ICADQ&zoom=1&ved=0CM0CEIQcMEg&iact=rc&dur=554&page=3&start=49&ndsp=31
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Science is an exciting practical subject that is always changing. As well as 
learning about our bodies, the world around us and engineering, Science 
helps our students to solve problems, debate issues and work as a team.  
 

Unit 1- Building Blocks 
Unit 2- Transport over larger distances 
Unit 3- Interactions with the Environment 
Unit 4-Explaining Change 
Unit 5- Building Blocks for understanding 
Unit 6- Interactions over small and larger distances 
Unit 7- Movement and Interactions 
Unit 8- Guiding spaceship Earth towards a sustainable future. 
 

• To apply science that we learn in class to the outside world. 

• To plan and carry out scientific investigations.  

• To interpret data and draw conclusions. 

• To evaluate scientific methods. 

• To apply literacy and numeracy skills. 

•  

Yes, all students will gain 2 GCSEs in Science.  Science is accredited by the Examination Board AQA.  

 

There are 4 papers as part of the AQA Combined Science: Synergy specification. Each of the papers will 
assess knowledge and understanding across all three subject discipline areas of Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. There is emphasis on numeracy skills and questions will reflect on the 21 required practical activities 
that students will have carried out in class.  

• Paper 1: Life and Environmental Sciences Units 1-4 

• Paper 2: Life and Environmental Sciences Units 1-4 

• Paper 3: Physical Sciences Units 5-8 

• Paper 4: Physical Sciences Units 5-8 

• Each paper is 100 marks and is a 1 hour and 45-minute-long exam. 

• This is a tiered subject and students will be entered for either 
Foundation or Higher Tier. 

 
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. 

 
Format of exams are subject to change. 

 

 
  

GCSE science will allow you to go onto do A-level Science, diplomas, BTEC and apprenticeships.  Science 
opens up a wide variety of careers including; medicine, engineering, nursing, dentistry, midwifery, teaching, 
health and social work, forensic science and laboratory in many industries. Science also provides a good 
foundation for many trades such as plumbing, electrician work and construction. A good understanding of 
Science will also help in the personal care sector such as the hair and beauty industry.    

 

QR Code for 
Science 
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Religious Education is a compulsory subject in Secondary Schools.  The work studied 
enables students to become open minded, inquisitive through discussing and exploring 
various moral and global issues.  As directed by the Bishops of England & Wales, 
students will also be exploring the religion of Judaism, as their second religion and 
learning about its beliefs and attitudes to these issues. 
 

Students will continue to develop the skills covered at KS3.  Students must be 
able to listen to each other, share and justify their opinions.  They will then be 
able to back up opinions with scripture from both the Bible and the Torah. 
 

Religious Studies B with Catholic Christianity and Judaism 

 

Component 1  Component 2  Component 3  

Foundational Catholic 
Theology  

Applied Catholic Theology  
Study of a world faith - 
Judaism  

1.5 hrs exam  1.5 hrs exam  1hr exam  

37.5%  37.5%  25%  

Unit 1 – Origins and Meaning  
Unit 2 – Good and Evil  

Unit 3 – Life and death  
Unit 4 – Sin and forgiveness  

Unit 5 – Jewish beliefs and 
teachings  
Unit 6 – Jewish practices  

 

Yes, this is single GCSE award accredited by WJEC Eduqas. 
 

• Students will complete exams at the end of Year 11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Further studies at Sixth Form: AS & A2 Religious Studies in Philosophy, Psychology and 
Sociology of religion and ethics or any course in humanities or social sciences including: English, 
History, Sociology, Psychology and Law. 

Careers: Social work, Police, Teaching, Nurse, Doctor, Midwife, Nursery Nurse, Journalism, 
Advertising, Media, Civil Service, Accountancy, Law, Care Worker, Youth work – anything with people. 

 

QR Code for 
Religious 
Education 
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Core PE will inspire students to succeed and excel through competitive and recreational 
sport and other physically-demanding activities.  The high quality PE ensures there are 
opportunities for students to become physically confident in a way which supports physical 
and mental health. PE also provides opportunity to develop other key life values such as 
communication, respect, resilience and teamwork in an environment proven to increase 
academic success.  

Personal Development (PD) is a valuable part of school life and is firmly embedded across the curriculum.  
Students are encouraged to adopt a Growth Mindset and embrace challenges to strive to be the best they can. 
Students learn a wide range of life skills which are vital for their next steps, as well as to understand the risks and 
challenges life presents and aims to provide students with a range of approaches to deal with these, thus enabling 
them to feel confident and resilient. We strive to provide the best education for our students and PD is also 
embedded within the Catholic Ethos and in the way we continually look after each other as staff and students 
inside and outside lesson time. 

Careers education, information, advice and guidance (CEIAG) plays a vital part in the preparation of students for 
the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences that come from adult life.  Its central concern is preparing 
students for the choices, changes and transitions affecting their future education, training and life as adult 
members of society. 

CEIAG forms an important part of the School’s Personal Development programme. Students experience a range 
of careers activities including: the annual Employers Marketplace, visits to local employers and further/higher 
education establishments and careers exhibitions, presentations from the uniformed services, career workshops 
and opportunities to meet representatives from the world of work.   

In Year 11, all students will have the opportunity to have a session with the Careers Connect Advisor with career 
action planning linked to possible progression routes.  Students in Year 7-10 will also receive help and guidance 
from the Careers Connect Advisor as appropriate.  The Careers Connect Advisor is also present at some Parents’ 
Evenings, Careers Events and in school each week on a Tuesday and Wednesday and provides a drop in for all 
students at lunchtime on these days outside COVID restrictions. 

Computing education equips students to use computational thinking and creativity 
to understand and change the world.  Core Computing is delivered across subjects 
such as Maths, Science and Technology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The above are Compulsory Subjects. 
They do not lead to an accredited qualification and 

students will follow these subjects throughout  
Years 10 and 11. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.blogcdn.com/www.engadget.com/media/2013/03/viziotouchnotebook.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.engadget.com/2013/03/29/vizio-spring-laptop-desktop-pricing-ship-date/&h=489&w=619&tbnid=zR3Ade9CyiwpBM:&zoom=1&docid=Jsl_1PiiJEKE_M&ei=vZbHVOWwJefD7gbJyIGoBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CFAQMygiMCI
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As well as actually producing art work, you will also be required to show that you are 
knowledgeable of other artists and other cultures, which will involve research 
and preparatory work outside of lesson time.   

• It is vital that you have an interest in Art if you choose it at Key Stage 4. 

• The final grades awarded in Year 11 will take account of the work that 
you have done over the whole of the 2-year course, and therefore a 
commitment is required from the outset. The coursework in Year 10 and at the start of Year 
11 is intended to give insight into the skills and processes and facilities that are available in 
the school. This includes 3D printing, 2D Design for laser cutting. You will then demonstrate 
the Art skills that you have learnt by addressing a 4 month, externally set assignment. This 
starts in January in Year 11 and finishes just after Easter. You will have more lessons each 
week and students are expected to be independently active. 

This depends very much on your intentions and response.   

• Develop ideas informed by the work of other Artists; both historical 
and contemporary, architecture, designers and different cultures 

• Explore the use of a range of media including paint, drawing, 
photography, sculpture, 2D design 

• How to record ideas and observations from areas of interest that will enable you to 
personalise and develop your ideas 

 

The direction your work will take will be determined as the course develops and individual strengths 
and weaknesses become more apparent. 
 

To develop techniques, a number of professional materials will be called upon.  All the practical 
work must be set against the traditions and history of the subject and so there will be much to learn 
about Art, as well as actually producing Art. 

The Key Stage 4 Art course is a GCSE award accredited by the Examination Board AQA.  All work 
will be graded from 9 – 1, there are no ‘stepped’ papers. 

The GCSE is assessed by way of an exhibition of work at the end of the course where coursework 
projects must be displayed, as well as an examination piece.  The examination piece is valued at 
40% of the final mark, coursework making up the other 60%. 
 
Further information available from: 
Mr Kersey-Brown and Ms Alhadad 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Further studies at Sixth Form: AS/A2 Level Art and Design, Foundation Art courses 
Careers: Photography, Illustration (books and magazines), Animation (cartoons/films), Teaching – 
Nursery, Primary and Secondary, Architecture, Interior Design, Theatre Design and Management, 
Film and Video production, Product Design, Graphic Design, Fashion/Textile Design and Jewellery 
Design, Industrial Design, Ceramics, Graphic illustration/Magazine layout. 

QR Code for 
Art 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?biw=1229&bih=871&tbm=isch&tbnid=r8W3M7lUlUo16M:&imgrefurl=http://wallpho.com/122578-life-paints-id-66617.htm&docid=595ExmYBAIrEkM&imgurl=http://wallpho.com/wp-content/uploads/8589130466617-life-paints-wallpaper-hd.jpg&w=1600&h=1280&ei=awryUqifKpSUhQegpIAQ&zoom=1&ved=0CIsBEIQcMBI&iact=rc&dur=608&page=2&start=18&ndsp=26
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?start=91&biw=1229&bih=871&tbm=isch&tbnid=RjJFRccJve94kM:&imgrefurl=http://sicklesmarket.com/sickles-events/sickles-annual-artist-weekend-2014&docid=nin2NgrtezIYwM&imgurl=http://sicklesmarket.com/sites/default/files/images/event/sickles-events-593.jpg&w=1707&h=1138&ei=Ur7rUpfzNcarhQeVw4GQBQ&zoom=1&ved=0CBcQhBwwBjhk&iact=rc&dur=876&page=5&ndsp=26
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As well as actually producing art work, you will also be required to show that you are 
knowledgeable of other artists, designers and other cultures, which will involve 
research and preparatory work outside of lesson time.  

• It is vital that you have an interest in Graphics and Design if you choose it at Key Stage 4. 

• The final grades awarded in Year 11 will take account of the work that you have done over 
the whole of the 2-year course, and therefore a commitment is required from the outset. The 
coursework in Year 10 and at the start of Year 11 is intended to give insight into the skills and 
processes and facilities that are available in the school. This includes 3D printing, 2D Design 
for laser cutting. You will then demonstrate the Art skills that you have learnt by addressing a 
4 month, externally set assignment. This starts in January in Year 11 and finishes just after 
Easter. You will have more lessons each week and students are expected to be 
independently active. 

This depends very much on your intentions and response. 

• Photoshop, illustrator and other software packages 

• Typography and use of fonts and lettering 

• Photography 

• Drawing, painting and other techniques to explore and develop ideas 
 

The direction your work will take will be determined as the course develops and individual strengths 
and weaknesses become more apparent. 
 
To develop techniques, a number of professional materials will be called upon.  All the practical 
work must be set against the traditions and history of the subject and so there will be much to learn 
about Graphic Design, as well as actually working to a brief. 
 

The Key Stage 4 Art course is a GCSE award accredited by the Examination Board 
AQA.  All grades are available to all candidates, there are no ‘stepped’ papers. 

The GCSE is assessed by way of an exhibition of work at the end of the course 
where coursework projects must be displayed, as well as an examination piece.  The examination 
piece is valued at 40% of the final mark, coursework making up the other 60%. 
 
Further information available from: 
Mr Kersey-Brown or Ms Alhadad 
 
 
 
 

  

Further studies at Sixth Form: AS/A2 Level Graphics, photography or Art and Design. Also 
this will give you a good grounding in Art Foundations courses where a number of Art 
disciplines are taken. 
Careers: Photography, Illustration (books and magazines), Animation (cartoons/films), Game 
Design, Teaching – Nursery, Primary and Secondary, Architecture, Interior Design, Theatre 
Design and Management, Film and Video production, Product Design, Graphic Design, 
Fashion/Textile Design and Jewellery Design, Industrial Design, Ceramics, Graphic 
illustration/Magazine layout. 

QR Code for 
Graphic 

Communication 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?biw=1229&bih=871&tbm=isch&tbnid=5Lhsw4CENZY8aM:&imgrefurl=http://www.mtd-localization.com/mtd/index.php?option%3Dcom_content%26view%3Dcategory%26layout%3Dblog%26id%3D5%26Itemid%3D8&docid=21KaktVOwZhUFM&imgurl=http://www.mtd-localization.com/mtd/images/stories/graphics-design-softwares.jpg&w=880&h=1139&ei=Qr_rUs-sIsWFhQfdjoDwDA&zoom=1&ved=0CNACEIQcMEo&iact=rc&dur=591&page=4&start=64&ndsp=26
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Computer Science is a modern, fascinating subject. The world depends on 
computers. In this GCSE you will learn about how computers work, the 
networks they use and how programming can create solutions to everyday problems and 
future challenges. Computer Science is a great subject ... but combined with other 
subjects it can open up a whole world of opportunities. 

What is most important is that you are creative so that you can see as many different solutions as possible. 
Scientists and mathematicians do tend to make excellent computer scientists because their brains work in 
ways that help them to solve puzzles. However, it is not true that you need to be good at maths and science 
to be good at Computer Science. The emphasis in Computer Science is on designing and creating working 
solutions to problems. And remember girls are just as good at Computer Science as boys!  

The problem-solving skills you will develop are of use to everybody. Life is full of problems and obstacles that 
need to be overcome. Having studied Computer Science, you will be much better equipped to deal with these 
situations. Computer Science is all about you and your life. It will equip you with many of the skills you will 
need in the future, whatever you decide to do with your life. We don’t yet know what the world will be like 
when you get a job but it is guaranteed that computers will be used a lot more than they are today. With 
experience of Computer Science, you get the chance to create the future rather than just passively letting it 
happen.  

 

 

You will also develop programming skills. This is a very important skill to learn. It helps you: - 

• Break down problems effectively  

• Solve complex problems 

• Think logically 

• Learn through exploration 

Yes, this is a single GCSE qualification accredited by the Examination Board OCR. 

Two examinations with grades 9-1 awarded. 
 

Further information available from:   Mr Dolan and Mrs Freeman 
 
  

Component 1: Computer Systems 

• 1 hour 30 minute examination  

• Systems architecture  

• Memory and storage  

• Computer networks  

• Connections and protocols 

• Network security  

• Systems software  

• Ethical, legal, cultural and 
environmental impacts of digital 
technology 

• 50% of the course 

Component 2: Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming 

• 1 hour 30 minute examination  

• Algorithms 

• Programming fundamentals 

• Producing robust programs 

• Boolean logic 

• Programming languages and Integrated 
Development Environments 

• 50% of the course 

 

Further studies at Sixth Form: A/AS Level Computer Science; Cambridge Technicals in Digital Media; Cambridge 
Technicals in IT or Level 2/Level 3 Apprenticeship.  
Careers:Computer Science  will give you the skills you need for any career. Do you want to become a designer, 
architect, engineer, publisher, medical researcher, sports coach, music or film producer (the list is endless)? Then 
Computer Science is one of the best points to start from. Don’t know what you want to do with your life just yet? 
Perfect! Most of the jobs that will be available when you leave university haven’t even been thought of yet! 
Computer Science is the very best start you will get here too. 

 
QR Code for 

Computer Science 
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Developed in consultation with employees, BTEC Creative Media Production helps develop skills 
required to work in today’s digital world. This Level 2 applied vocational qualification is equivalent to 
a GCSE. 

• This course is great for hands-on learners who want to get straight in and ‘make’.  

• Beneficial for learners with a creative instinct who may be interested in Art or D&T and are 
looking for a course which combines skills from each in a client and customer-driven creative 
sector. 

The qualification is the same size and level as a GCSE. It is aimed at those who may be interested 
in pursuing a career in creative media production. The qualification helps you to explore the sector 
by undertaking practical media projects.  
 
Course outline 

• investigate different media products, such as audio/moving image, 

publishing and interactive design, considering their style, design, 

audience, and context  

• explore creative media production processes and practices by 

generating ideas, and planning production and post-production processes  

• develop digital media production skills and techniques.  

Yes, this is a Level 2 qualification accredited by the Examination Board Pearson (Edexcel) and is 
equivalent to one GCSE. 

The qualification is 60% internally assessed coursework and 40% externally assessed controlled 
assessment. 
 

Further information available from: Mr Dolan & Mrs Freeman 
  

QR Code for 
Creative Media 

Further studies at Sixth Form: 
BTEC National in Creative Media; BTEC National in ICT/Computing. Both are versatile 
subjects which provide opportunities in the majority of career choices. 
 
Careers  
Journalism, Web Designer, Computer Games Developer, Computer Programmer, Animation, 
Media Production, Graphic Designer, Project Manager. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?sa=X&biw=1229&bih=871&tbm=isch&tbnid=FPSNK2CNqF9QDM:&imgrefurl=http://www.plymouthherald.co.uk/computing-and-internet&docid=3hRVa2osiqRq9M&imgurl=http://i.thelocalpeople.co.uk/business/businessCategories/computing-and-internet.jpg&w=555&h=370&ei=oWHvUsf_A46qhAeL64DQBw&zoom=1&ved=0CJcCEIQcMDY&iact=rc&dur=2268&page=3&start=37&ndsp=25
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Constructing the Built Environment is a vocational inspired course aimed at students that 
are interested in a practically based post-16 world of work and training. 

No, you will develop several skills whilst you are on the course that will benefit you in the future. 
 

• To develop a range of skills both  practical and  academic, through applied learning that  
will  be useful in the workplace and  for future learning 

• Provide a foundation of knowledge about the construction industry that will  help learners 
progress to further study or enter the workplace 

• Motivate learners through purposeful tasks set in a construction industry context 
 
The course is split into looking at the Designing the Built environment and the Construction of it. 
 
Topics Include: 

• Planning potential of construction projects  

• Drawing construction plans 

• Building structures and materials 

• Safety and  security in construction 

• Practical construction skills  

• Planning construction project 

• Adding Value to the built environment 

• Maintaining the built environment 

Yes, this is a Level 1 and 2 qualification (Equivalent to a GCSE, accepted and recognised by colleges and 
universities), accredited by the examination board WJEC Eduqas.  
 
Assessment grading: 

• Distinction (Equal to Grade 8-9)  

• Merit (Equal to Grade 6-7) 

• Pass (equal to Grade 4-5) 

• L1 Pass (Equal to Grade 1-3) 
 

Unit 1: Safety and Security in Construction - Written exam with a mix of short answer and structured 
questions based on the specification content.   
Unit 2: Practical Construction Skills - This is an internally assessed and externally moderated unit based 
on practical construction skills and planning of construction projects 
Unit 3: Planning Construction projects - Written exam with some calculations about materials and 
resources and roles of people in construction 
 

Further information available from: Mr Atherton. 

  

 
QR Code for 

Constructing the 
Built 

Environment 

Further studies at Sixth Form: There are a wide range of vocational course available. These include: 
electrical, plumbing, brick laying, joinery, plastering, painting and decorating as well more academic 
courses such as Architectural Engineer 
Careers: Electrician, Plumber/Gas Engineer, Plasterer, Bricklayer, Joiner, Surveyor, Architect etc. 
Apprenticeships and Degree Courses are also available in a wide range of similar areas. 
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An interest and curiosity in all aspects of Drama and performance work is expected. As part 
of the GCSE course you will be expected to create, perform and respond to a range of 
performance work, including scripted, improvised and devised Drama. 

• A willingness to watch live theatre in a variety of venues 

• The ability to work in a group situation 

• The ability to follow and give direction 

• The ability to think independently and creatively 

• The ability to perform in front of a live audience 

• An excellent attendance record 

• The ability to learn lines 

• To create meaningful drama 

• To practice and employ drama techniques 

• To become a confident, capable performer 

• To analyse and evaluate both professional work and the work of your group 

• Development of vital personal & interpersonal skills for all areas of your life 

• To experiment with drama techniques 

Yes, this is a single GCSE qualification accredited by the Examination Board AQA. 

The subject content for GCSE Drama is divided into three components. 
 

Component 1: Understanding drama (written) 

• Written exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes 

• 80 marks 

• 40% of GCSE. 
 

Component 2: Devising drama (practical and written) 

• Devising log (60 marks) 

• Devised performance (20 marks) 

• 80 marks in total 

• 40% of GCSE 
 

Component 3: Texts in practice (practical) 

• Performance of Extract 1 (20 marks) and  Extract 2 (20 marks) 

• 50 marks in total 

• 20% of GCSE 
 

NB  ALL practical work is group work, so if you don’t have an excellent attendance record, this 
qualification is not for you. An internal audition may be required to assess your appropriateness for 
this GCSE. 

Further information available from: Ms Anderson  
 
 
 

 

 
  

Further studies at Sixth Form: AS & A2 Performance Studies or Theatre Studies. BTEC Level 3 
Diplomas in either Music, Acting or Dance. 
Careers: Acting, Music, Media, TV, Sound Recording, Lighting Technician, Journalism, Arts Administration, 
Education, Theatre Management.  The skills developed in Drama also benefit members of other professions such as 
Teachers, Lawyers and Managers who regularly have to demonstrate confidence and creativity when speaking in 
front of others, giving presentations or solving problems. 

 
QR Code for 

Drama 
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There are many opportunities within the food industry and this course will give 
you an insight into the varied careers available. 

Good interpersonal skills, time management, organised, ability to problem solve, 
creative or artistic nature, and be able to work hygienically and safely in a kitchen. 
 

• Food Preparation and Cooking 

• Nutrition and Health 

• Food Science 

• Food Safety 

• Food Choice  

Yes, the course title is GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition. The course is run by 
the AQA examination board and is graded 9 to 1. The content of the course is set 
by AQA. 

 

You will learn how to make a large variety of savoury and sweet products throughout Year 10 to build up the 
skills needed for Year 11. In Year 11 you will complete NEA 1, a food based scientific experiment worth 15% 
of your GCSE. This is released on September 1st by AQA and is 1500 - 2000 words.   On November 1st NEA 
2 is released and pupils have a choice of three topics to research and produce food products for. Seven food 
products have to be assessed (three products have to be made in a 3-hour examination).  NEA 2 write up is 
20 pages of A4 and all together NEA 2 is worth 35% of the total GCSE. 
 
The task is set by the exam board and will ask you to find a suitable solution by demonstrating knowledge 
and understanding of a range of preparation and cooking techniques, diet and nutrition, menu planning and 
presentation of dishes. 

 

NB: This course is delivered through a mixture of theory and practical lessons which include making food 
products and food science experiments that investigate the function of ingredients. 
 

Further information available from: Mrs Holden-Locke 

 
 

  

Further studies at Sixth Form: Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition, Apprenticeships. 

Careers: Food microbiologist, Nutritional Scientist, Dietician, Food Stylist, Farming, Food 
manufacturing, Product developer, Sports nutrition, Chef, Environmental health officer, Teacher 
University: Nutrition, Health, Dietetics, Food Science, Food manufacture, Environmental health 

QR Code for Food 
Preparation and 

Nutrition 
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The Geography GCSE course builds upon many of the topics and skills 
you have studied and practiced in Years 7, 8 and 9. 

This exciting and topical course studies geography in a balanced framework of physical and human themes 
and investigates the link between them. 
 
Students will travel the world from the classroom, focusing on current issues and world events, exploring 
case studies in the UK, newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs).  Topics of 
study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the challenge of 
sustainable resource use. 
 
This course highlights the critical importance of geography for understanding the world and for stimulating an 
interest in places. It will inspire you to become global citizens by exploring your place in the world, your 
values and responsibilities to other people and to the environment. 
 

Unit 1 – Living with the physical environment 

• The challenge of natural hazards – Volcanoes & Earthquakes, Tropical storms, 
Extreme weather in the UK, Climate change 

• Physical landscapes in the UK – Mountains, Rivers and Coasts 

• The living world – Ecosystems, Tropical Rainforests & Hot Deserts 

• Geographical skills – cartographic, graphical, numerical and statistical skills, use of Atlases, OS maps 
and photos with maps, use of qualitative and quantitative data, formulate enquiry and argument  

Unit 2 – Challenges in the human environment 

• Urban issues and challenges – Urbanisation, UK city urban change, sustainable urban living & 
managing resources and transport  

• The changing economic world – Global development gap, UK changing employment patterns and 
regional growth 

• The challenge of resource management – Global distribution and UK changing demand and provision 
of food, water and energy resources 

Unit 3 – Geographical applications 

• Issue evaluation – a critical thinking and problem-solving element providing opportunities to 
demonstrate geographical skills and applied knowledge and understanding 

• Fieldwork – undertake 2 geographical enquiries in contrasting environments which includes collection 
and use of primary data 

Much work will be ICT based with a range of visual resources and stimuli. 
 

Yes, this is a single GCSE qualification accredited by the Examination Board AQA.  Assessment grading 9-1. 

The course is divided into 3 units. 2 units are externally assessed by a 1½ hour exam and 1 unit by a 1-hour 
exam.  
 

Further information available from: Mrs Brown, Miss Delohery, Miss Hepworth and Miss Lomax. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

Further studies at Sixth Form: AS & A2 Level Geography, International Baccalaureate. 
Due to its physical and human elements, Geography is considered as both a scientific and humanities 
subject at university. 
Careers: Advertising, Banking, Meteorology, Architecture, Law, Sport and Recreation, Environmental Health, 
Tourism, Volcanologist, Conservation, Civil Engineering, Town Planning. 

 
QR Code for 
Geography 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.primap.com/MapCollection/en/Free/Map%20Globe%20(Europe-centered)%20Vegetation%204000x4000.PNG&imgrefurl=http://driverlayer.com/img/globe/12/&h=4000&w=4000&tbnid=JTrqXM558yXzOM:&zoom=1&docid=MO9metdTvyY_4M&ei=jqXHVO2_D8mU7Abrh4DwDg&tbm=isch&ved=0CEQQMygaMBo
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An interest and curiosity in working with people across a range of environments is 
expected. As part of this course you will be expected to display a variety of skills in order 
to be successful and will be expected to be able to display the qualities needed to work 
with this career pathway. 

• The ability to work in a group situation and to think independently and creatively 

• The ability to meet deadlines 

• An excellent attendance record. 

• A willingness to use a range of resources for your coursework tasks including practical performances, 
role play, presentations and ICT programmes. 

• Students must accept that due to the nature of the assessments, independent learning will be vitally 
important. 

• Students will learn about the different care value and apply these to real life scenarios, alongside the 
development of the human body across Physical, Intellectual, Emotional and Social areas. 

• The knowledge, understanding and skills necessary to prepare you for employment within the Health 
and Social Care sector (employability skills). 

• Development of Key Skills of communication, problem solving, observation, working with others and 
first aid. 

• To analyse and evaluate both professional work and the work of your group. 

Yes, this is a BTEC qualification which is equal to a single GCSE qualification accredited by the Examination 
Board Edexcel and Pearson.  

The subject content for BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care 
 

Component 1: Human Lifespan Development 

• Internally assessed – Course work 

• 30% of the course  
 

Component 2: Health and Social care values and services 

• Internally assessed – Course work 

• 30% of GCSE 
 

Component 3: Health and Wellbeing (Task) 

• Externally assessed task 

• 40% of the course 
 

Further information available from: Mrs Jackson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Further studies at Sixth Form: AS & A-Level Health and Social Care, BTEC Nationals in Health 
and Social Care 
Careers: Dentist, Psychologist, Psychiatrist, GP, District Nurse, Midwife, Physiotherapist, Health Visitor, 
Health advisor/promoter, Pharmacist, Paramedic, Surgeon, Herbalist, Social Worker, Acupuncturist, 
Chiropractor, Medical Sales consultant and many, many more. 

QR Code for Health 
& Social Care 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj75v23zM3ZAhWLtxQKHcV1BlQQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://blog.tutorhub.com/2016/04/07/gcse-health-and-social-care/amp-on/&psig=AOvVaw0uMk74D0qYhYz8XSOGiGfM&ust=1520078652005307
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This academic and rewarding course aims to encourage young learners to analyse 
and evaluate History events and individuals. The course is recognised as being one 
of the most challenging GCSE subjects and is highly regarded by colleges, 
universities and employers. 

By following the specification, learners aim to achieve a number of key objectives:  

• To develop their interest in and enthusiasm for history and an understanding of its intrinsic value and 
significance.  

• To acquire an understanding of different identities, including their own, within a society and an 
appreciation of social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity.  

• To build on their understanding of the past and the diversity of human experience through experiencing 
a broad and balanced course of study.  

• To improve as effective, independent and resilient learners and as critical and reflective thinkers through 
a process of historical enquiry.  

• To develop the ability to ask relevant and considered questions about the past and to investigate 
historical issues critically. 

The WJEC Eduqas History qualification consists of four written papers, with a requirement to study a 
historical site as part of the Thematic Study. The skills required to be successful at GCSE History have direct 
links with the skills that students have practiced in classroom assessments since Year 7. 

Students are required to study four different topics and will sit four examinations in Year 11. 
Topics covered are as followed:  
America in Contrast, 1910-1929 

• Causes of the Wall Street Crash 
• Prohibition and gangsters 
• The KKK and racism 
• The roaring 20’s 

Entertainment and Leisure in Britain, c.500-
present day 

• Development of entertainment from 
medieval times to the present day 

• Development in sports and leisure from 
medieval times to the present day 

The Reign of Elizabeth I 

• Lifestyles and fashion of the rich and poor in 
Tudor England 

• Tudor society 

• The Spanish Armada 

• The treat from Mary Queen of Scots 

• Religious and political issues 

The Development of Germany, 1919-1991 
• Hitler’s rise to power 
• WWII 
• The division of Germany 
• The Cold War 
• The fall of the Berlin Wall 

 
Students will have the opportunity to participate in extra-curricular activities. At 
GCSE, students visit Auschwitz Concentration Camp in Poland, and the WWI 
Battlefields in France and Belgium. 

Yes, this is a single GCSE qualification accredited by the Examination Board WJEC 
Eduqas. 

Four examinations with grades 9-1 awarded. 
 

Further information available from:   Mrs Brown, Mrs Dawber, Mr McAuley, Miss Lomax and Miss Grimes. 
 
 

 
  

QR Code for 
History 

Further studies at Sixth Form: AS & A2 Level History, International Baccalaureate. 
Careers: With their analytical, writing, debate and detective skills, students will be primed for a huge choice of 
careers in law, politics, public sector, business, marketing, journalism, economics, teaching, academia, insurance, 
social research, archaeology and curation (museums, galleries, archives and libraries). 
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An interest and curiosity in all aspects of music is expected. As part of the GCSE course 
you will be expected to compose, perform and appraise music from all genres.  

• The ability to play or the willingness to learn an instrument outside of lessons 

• The ability to work in groups  

• The ability to create and compose using a variety of influences 

• The ability to work independently and creatively 

• The ability to perform in front of a live audience and be recorded  

• An excellent attendance record and the ability to meet strict deadlines 

• The ability to practice your instrument and organize and schedule rehearsals 

• The ability to perform on your instrument of choice 

• Composition and writing skills  

• The ability to use technology creatively 

• The ability to analyse and appraise music  

• An understanding of music theory 

Yes, this is a single GCSE qualification accredited by the Examination Board AQA. 

The subject content for GCSE music is divided into three components. 
 

Component 1: Understanding Music (Listening / Written Examination) 

• 90-minute examination 

• Section A: Listening - music may be from any genre and period  

• Section B: Contextual Understanding - Two study pieces 

• 40% of qualification (96 marks) 
 

Component 2: Performing Music (Practical) 

• Two performances 

• Performance 1: Solo performance (36 marks) 

• Performance 2: Ensemble performance (36 marks) 

• 30% of GCSE (72 marks) 
 

Component 3: Composing Music (Practical)  

• Two compositions 

• Composition 1: to a brief: (36 marks) 

• Composition 2: free (36 marks) 

• 30% of GCSE (72 marks) 
 

NB  60% of the music GCSE is assessed through coursework, so the ability to meet tight deadlines is 
essential. As the performance component includes an ensemble performance, you are required to be able to 
work in a group.  

Further information available from: Mr Conlan  

 
   
 
 
 
  

QR Code for Music 

Further studies at Sixth Form: A-level Music and Music Technology, BTEC Level 3 Music and Music Technology, 
BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts.  
 

Careers: Musician, Music Producer, Film Composer, Studio Technician, Recording Operator, Audio/Recording 
Engineer, Radio Engineer, Digital Media, Sound Design, Video Editing, Advertising, Mixing, Mastering, Music 
Education and many others. Also, the option to teach privately in your own time. All skills learnt in music subjects are 
highly transferable and you will develop resilience, independence and creative thinking.  
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An interest and curiosity in all aspects of music is expected. As part of the BTEC course 
you will be expected to compose, perform and become proficient in using music 
technology.  

• A willingness to play an instrument or sing 

• The ability to work in groups  

• A willingness to learn how to use new technology and software 

• The ability to create and compose using technology 

• The ability to work independently and creatively 

• How the music industry works 

• How a music product is planned, created and distributed 

• Performance and composition skills 

• Live audio, sequencing, mixing and music production 

Yes, this is a single BTEC level 2 or 1 qualification accredited by the Examination Board Pearson. It is the 
equivalent to a single GCSE.  

The subject content for BTEC Music is divided into four components.  
 

Compulsory Units:  
 
Unit 1: The Music Industry 
Unit 2: Managing a Music Product 
 
Optional Units (two of):  
 
Unit 3: Introducing Live Sound  
Unit 4: Introducing Music Composition  
Unit 5: Introducing Music Performance  
Unit 6: Introducing Music Recording  
Unit 7: Introducing Music Sequencing  
 
NB I 75% of the BTEC is assessed through coursework, which is a mixture of performed, recorded and 
written work, so the ability to meet tight deadlines is essential.  

 

Further information available from: Mr Conlan 
  

Further studies at Sixth Form: A-level Music and Music Technology, BTEC Level 3 Music and Music 
Technology, BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts.  
  
Careers: Musician, Music Producer, Film Composer, Studio Technician, Recording Operator, 
Audio/Recording Engineer, Radio Engineer, Digital Media, Sound Design, Video Editing, Advertising, 
Mixing, Mastering, Music Education and many others. Also, the option to teach privately in your own time. 
All skills learnt in music subjects are highly transferable and you will develop resilience, independence 
and creative thinking.  

QR Code for 
Music 
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If you opt to take PE in KS4, the PE department will guide your choice as to whether you 
should take GCSE PE or BTEC Tech Award in Sport.  This will be based on prior attainment, interests, data, 
suitability, tracking levels and practical ability. 
 
Encourages a holistic understanding of PE 
Students will receive a well-rounded and full introduction to the world of PE, sport and sport science by 
developing an understanding of how the mind and body works in relation to performance in physical activity. 
 

• To be physically active and enjoy participating in sports  
• To obey rules and understand Fair Play 

• To be willing to learn about the anatomy of the body and how it works with exercise 

• To understand the principles behind training and various training methods 

• The practical element of the course is essential and you will cover lots of sports to be assessed on 3 

• You will also be required to select one of these sports to analyse and look into in more depth 
 

• How to perform advanced skills in a wide range of team and individual 
sports 

• How to improve performance in these sports  

• How to respond to instructions and obey safety regulations at all times 

• The anatomy behind why successful sporting athletes are so successful 

• The reasons why people take part in exercise and how we train for specific 
sports 

• How to plan a 6 week training programme to improve in a selected sport 

• How to observe and analyse performance in a selected sport 
 

Yes, this is a single GCSE qualification accredited by the Examination 
Board Edexcel. 

 

• Component 1: Fitness and Body Systems 36% 

• Component 2: Health and Performance 24% 

• Component 3: Practical Performance 30% 

• Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme 10% 
 
 
 

Further information available from: Mrs Jackson or any member of PE staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

QR Code for 
PE 

Further studies at Sixth Form: AS & A2 PE, BTEC National Sport, BTEC National Public Services 

Careers: PE Teacher, Sports Coach, Sports Development Officer, Nutritionist, Physiotherapist, Sports 
Journalist, Outdoor Adventure Leader, Sports Marketing/Event Management, Armed Forces, Sports 
Analyst.  Sport remains one of the top 10 fastest growing industries and a £20bn+ industry in the UK. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://news.bbcimg.co.uk/media/images/62040000/jpg/_62040969_gbwomenhoc.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/0/olympics/19130421&h=360&w=640&tbnid=2Qw2GeyF0WDT8M:&zoom=1&docid=CwGOlbVyq1aasM&ei=NabHVNiWEObC7gbiiYHYCQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEAQMygUMBQ
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If you opt to take PE in KS4, the PE department will guide your choice as to whether you 
should take GCSE PE or BTEC First Award in Sport.  This will be based on prior attainment, 
interests, data, suitability, tracking levels and practical ability. 
 
BTEC First Award in Sport is for those students who may wish to explore the wider opportunities available in 
the sport and active leisure sector including coaching and physical training.  

• To be physically active and enjoy participating in sports 

• Willingness to use a range of resources for your coursework 
tasks including practical performances, role play, presentations 
and ICT programmes 

• Although this course has practical elements it is heavily weighted 
on coursework and a written examination. 

• Students must accept that due to the nature of the assessments, 
independent learning will be vitally important 

• The knowledge, understanding and skills necessary to prepare you for employment within the sporting 
sector (employability skills). 

• Development of Key Skills of communication, problem solving, observation, working with others and 
first aid. 

• An insight into all areas associated with sport, exercise and fitness, including how to analyse and 
improve your own and others’ performances. 

Yes - The level of entry will be: 

• BTEC First Award in sport – equivalent to 1 GCSE (accredited by 
Examination Board Pearson Edexcel) 

• Predominantly coursework based assessment 

• Core units to complete 

• External examination unit. 
 

 
Further information available from:  
Mrs Jackson or any member of PE staff 
 

  

Further studies at Sixth Form: AS & A2 PE, BTEC National Sport, BTEC National Public Services 

Careers: PE Teacher, Sports Coach, Sports Development Officer, Nutritionist, Physiotherapist, Sports 
Journalist, Outdoor Adventure Leader, Sports Marketing/Event Management, Armed Forces, Sports 
Analyst.  Sport remains one of the top 10 fastest growing industries and a £20bn+ industry in the UK.  

 

QR Code for 
Sport 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://cubreporters.org/images/sports-journalism-guide.jpg&imgrefurl=http://cubreporters.org/&h=305&w=490&tbnid=Ck3XVpuoP694HM:&zoom=1&docid=1sQhzK_K0NqJGM&ei=Jyi5VK-ZBcfaaorRgrgM&tbm=isch&ved=0CFYQMygsMCw
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Use of language is a key part of our everyday lives and, as countries across the 
world have become multi-national, having an ability to speak a second language 
is a real advantage.  This is a multi-skilled subject with emphasis on listening, 
speaking, reading and writing tasks.  You will study a variety of topics over the 
three years which will develop and extend your vocabulary and grammar from KS3.  An interest in 
foreign travel and diverse cultures would also help. 

 

• The course you have followed in Years 7 – 9 has 
prepared you to study Spanish. 

• To succeed at GCSE Spanish, you will need to have 
a strong determination to do well and an ability to 
remember vocabulary and grammatical structures 

• Additionally, an interest in foreign culture would be 
beneficial 

• 25% of the overall grade comes from your ability to 
speak Spanish, so you must be prepared to use 
Spanish when speaking in front of people 

 

• You will continue to develop an understanding of the spoken and written forms of the 
language, and also the ability to communicate effectively in a foreign language in a variety of 
situations 

• You will continue to develop knowledge of grammar and of the communities where the 
language is spoken 

• You will continue to develop your understandings of a variety of interesting cultures and 
traditions related to the language and the countries in which it is spoken 

 

You will study a GCSE Course at Higher or Foundation tier in Spanish.  
The Examination Board is AQA.   

The 4 skills areas are assessed at the end of your 3 years studying the language. Each skill area 
(listening, speaking, writing, and reading) is worth 25% of your overall final grade.  
 
 

Further information available from: 

Mrs Carney (Curriculum Leader), Mrs Barrett, Miss Joseph or Miss Smith 

 
 
  

 
QR Code for 

Spanish 

Further studies at Sixth Form: A Level subjects or International Baccalaureate. If you are 
planning on going to university, it’s worth noting that some of the Russell Group Universities 
require their applicants to have a GCSE in Modern Languages. 
Careers: There are a range of opportunities that could offer themselves as a result of studying 
languages, including: Banking, Commerce, Tourism, Leisure, Teaching, Law, Industry, Retail, 
Engineering, and Media.   
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Students who choose to study triple science will have a keen interest in the 
subject and will be considering science for further study once leaving school. 
Triple science allows students to expand their science knowledge further by 
learning about all of the topics studied for the combined course as well as 
additional units.  

• To apply science that we learn in class to the outside world.  

• To plan and carry out scientific investigations.  

• To interpret data and draw conclusions.  

• To evaluate scientific methods.  

• To apply literacy and numeracy skills.  
 

You will study separate lessons in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

Unit 1- Cell Biology  
Unit 2- Organisation  
Unit 3- Infection and response  
Unit 4- Bioenergetics  
Unit 5- Homeostasis and response  
Unit 6- Inheritance, variation and 
evolution  
Unit 7- Ecology  

Unit 1- Atomic structure and the 
periodic table  
Unit 2 – Bonding, structure and the 
properties of matter  
Unit 3- Quantitative chemistry  
Unit 4- Chemical changes  
Unit 5- Energy changes  
Unit 6- The rate and extent of 
chemical change  
Unit 7- Organic chemistry  
Unit 8- Chemical analysis  
Unit 9- Chemistry of the atmosphere   
Unit 10- Using resources  

Unit 1- Energy  
Unit 2- Electricity  
Unit 3- Particle model of matter  
Unit 4- Atomic structure  
Unit 5- Forces  
Unit 6- Waves  
Unit 7- Magnetism and 
electromagnetism  
Unit 8- Space Physics  
 

 

Yes, all students will gain 3 GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, accredited by the 
Examination Board AQA. 
 

There are three separate qualifications for this option.  
For each subject, students will sit 2 examinations and so for triple science there will be six papers in 
total.  
  

Biology paper 1 - Units 1-4  
Biology paper 2 - Units 5-7  

Chemistry paper 1 - Units 1-5   
Chemistry paper 2 - Units 6-10  

Physics paper 1 - Units 1-4  
Physics paper 2 - Units 5-8  

 

Format of exams are subject to change.  
 

Further information available from: 
Miss Maysmor (Curriculum Leader). 

 
 
 
  

3 GCSEs in triple science will provide a solid foundation for A level sciences at college. Science 
opens up a wide variety of careers including; medicine, dentistry, engineering, nursing, 
midwifery, teaching, health and social work, forensic science and laboratory work in many 
industries.   
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Questions to Ask: 
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KS4 Options Form 
 
 
As part of the Year 9 KS4 Options process, this form must be completed and returned to your child’s form 
tutor on or before Thursday, 6th May 2021. 
 
Please note that your child’s first choices may not be possible for a variety of reasons.  This will be discussed 
at your child’s interview and you will be informed. 
 

Student Name:  Form: 
 

 
Please choose 3 subjects from the following list: 
 

Preferred Options: 

• Please select 3 subject areas you would like to study at KS4 in order of preference.   

• Please enter 1 for your first choice, 2 for your second choice and 3 for your third choice.   
Please also write down the reason for your choices. 

Subject Please enter choice No. Reason for choice 

Art   

Computing   

Construction   

Drama   

Food   

Geography   

Health & Social Care     

History   

Music   

PE/Sport   

Spanish   

Triple Science   

 
We will do our very best to give you the subjects you want but we cannot guarantee them.  Please choose 
three reserves and put 1, 2 and 3 by your reserve: 

Reserve Choice Options: 

• Please select an additional 3 subject areas you would like to study at KS4 as reserve.   

• Please enter 1 for your first reserve choice, 2 for your second choice and 3 for your third choice.   
Please also write down the reason for your choices. 

Subject Please enter choice No. Reason for choice 

Art   

Computing   

Construction   

Drama   

Food   

Geography   

Health & Social Care     

History   

Music   

PE/Sport   

Spanish   

Triple Science   
 

Please hand in this Options Form to your Form Tutor by Thursday, 6th May 2021. 
 

Please make sure you don’t double-up any subjects 
*Some BTEC subjects are being reviewed by the DfE and may change.   

Students will be informed of any changes.  
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