
October is……..



What is Black History Month?

Britain has always been home to many people of colour 
who have made valuable contributions to the society we 
live in today.

For many different reasons they have not been recognised.

Often, the school history curriculum focuses on those 
impositions of power.  Women, people of colour, disabled 
people, LGBTQ+ people and other minority groups may find 
that their histories are not talked about and represented. 



At St Cuthbert’s, we believe that Black History should be taught 
throughout the year, not just in October.   For example…

Year 7 learn about the Black 
Tudors and their experiences.

In GCSE History we 
study the experiences 
of African Americans 

in the 1920s 

Year 9 learn about Civil Rights Movement 
and how the lives of Black people has 

changed in the USA and Britain. 

Year 8 learn about the British 
Empire and will go on to study the 

Transatlantic Slave Trade.



We want you to find a Black achiever or an event 
that you think deserves more recognition!

The deadline for this is Monday 2nd November, so you 
have plenty of time to complete it during half-term.

We are launching a Black History month competition.



We want you to research an important event or person 
in Black BRITISH History. For example…

John Blanke, 
an African 

trumpeter in 
Henry VIII’s 
court in the 

1500s

Charles Wotten and the Liverpool 
Race Riots of 1919

The Bristol Bus 
Boycott in the 

1950s

Lilian Bader, from Liverpool,  one 
of the first black women to join 

the British Armed Forces 

Mary Seacole, a 
British-Jamaican 

nurse in the 
Crimean War.



How shall I present my research?

• Design a museum exhibition for that 
person or event. Your museum 
should have at least 10 artefacts 
(objects or images that represent 
that person).  Choose carefully and 
explain what they represent.

• Write a speech saying what they 
have achieved or what happened 
and why they or the event should 
be remembered.

• Make a 3 min Youtube video

• Make a cartoon for kids to help 
them to understand it.

• Create a piece of artwork 
commemorating the person or 
event

You can be creative as you like as 
long as when people look at your 
work, they can learn about Black 

British History from it. 

Please don’t copy and paste from 
a website.

Research the information and 
present it in your own way.

HERE ARE SOME IDEAS



EXAMPLES
Here are some examples from last 
year.  These are not British people 

though and this year we do want you 
to focus on Black British History.

This student made a 
poster about Shirley 

Chisholm.  She was the 
first African American 

women to try to run for 
President. 

This shirt was made as an homage 
to Martin Luther King.  The 

student wrote facts  on it about 
why he was so important and how 
he helped African Americans fight 

for civil rights. 
Martin Luther King Artwork

A project booklet about the Black 
Panthers



Don’t forget, you don’t always need 
to use the internet for research.  
There are books in the library for 
reference.

If you are interested in finding out more, David Olusoga is an 
amazing Black British Historian.  His book ‘Black and British’ for 
children is out now and we are ordering some copies from the 
school library.  You could also watch his programme ‘Black and 
British: A Forgotten History’ on Iplayer to help you.



https://www.bbc.com/timelines/zsdtp39

http://www.afr
okanlife.com/bl
acks-britons/

https://blac
kpresence.c
o.uk/black-
british-
timeline/

https://www
.youtube.co
m/watch?v=
Ut5gtrezN4E

Useful websites

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-52939694

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=vCD9zuQcFu
U



Submit your work to the History Google 
Classroom

Prizes will be given to the best 
entries!

The deadline for this is Monday 2nd November, so you 
have plenty of time to complete it during half-term.


