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Keyword Definition 

Revelation The way God shows himself 

Apparition A physical appearance 

Miracles Cannot be explained by science 
so must be God 

Numinous Feeling of the presence of something 
greater 

 Revelation means the way God shows himself to us. Catholics believe we can understand 

God more through revelation. The final revelation from God is through the Incarnation. This shows us that God is 
omnipotent, omniscient and omnibenevolent. He was powerful enough to become human, he understands us and he loves 
us.  

 Visions are also a way we can experience God. There are different types of visions – auditory 

(hearing), apparition(a physical appearance) and a vision (can be a dream or an appearance). Biblical examples included Moses, 
Abraham and Saul. These visions all changed the life of the people involved, so this shows it must have been a true vision for them 
to adapt their behaviour so much. Non Biblical visions include Joan of Arc and Bernadette. Again, these had such a profound effect 
on the people involved, that they would say it was real and is proof of God’s existence. Atheists and humanists would argue that 
the visions can be explained scientifically. They were just hallucinations, they were a result of intoxication through alcohol or 
drugs. Famous neurologist Sigmund Freud would say they were a result of wish fulfilment. 
 

 Miracles are something which cannot be explained by science, therefore the only other explanation 

is God. There are many examples of miracles in the Bible, showing that Jesus healed people and had power over nature. For 
Catholics, this is a demonstration of God’s power and shows his love for us. The most famous non-Biblical examples of miracles 
is Lourdes, where it is believed people have been healed by water from the spring started by Bernadette. At Lourdes, a 
committee of doctors, scientists, clergy etc study and research any claims of miracles for 10 years before it can be declared a 
miracles. There have been 70 officially recognised miracles at Lourdes so far. As there is no scientific explanation, miracles can 
be seen as proof of God’s existence. They are also personal experiences, so cannot really be denied. However, atheists and 
humanists might say that although there is no scientific explanation now, there may be in the future. They could also say it was 
just a coincidence, or that the explanation doesn’t have to lead to God. In response, Catholics would argue that miracles are 
the way God communicates with the world and they reveal his omnipotent nature.  

KEY INFORMATION: Religious Experiences are another way that some people believe the existence of God is 
proven. One type of experience is called numinous, this is when a persons a sense or feeling of the presence of something 
greater than them – God. This may occur in the natural world, a church building or a beautiful place. It suggests the 
transcendence of God. Experiences such as this are reminders of God’s omnipresence. Catholics believe that Jesus is the 
final and complete revelation, so religious experiences cannot be considered a revelation, but a way to further help us 
understand God. Richard Swinburne, a Christian philosopher suggests the Principle of Credulity – that the word is as we 
experience it, therefore there is no reason to doubt religious experiences. However, others such as Freud would once again 
suggest ‘wish fulfilment’ as a reason for the experiences, or suggest that we cannot break the laws of nature – e.g. 
miraculous experiences. (Hume) 

Links to other topics 

Revelation 

Trinity( P1:U1) as God reveals himself 

through the 3 persons of the Trinity. 

Miracles 

Mary(P1:U3) as many miracles are 

associated with Lourdes and other places 

there has been an apparition of Mary. 

Scripture 

Genesis & Exodus – Abraham and 

Moses have their lives changed by 

visions. 

Acts – Saul has a 

vision/conversion experience 

CCC – The signs worked by Jesus 

show that the Father has sent 

him. 

Reasons to believe - Clip 

Reasons not to believe - clip 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uNmrIM4Dl3U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g99OnASBQno


  

Keyword Definition 

Teleological Design – everything in the universe 
was designed 

Cosmological Causation – everything in the universe 
has a cause 

Moral evil Suffering caused by humans 

Natural evil Suffering caused by natural events. 
 Teleological (design) argument states that there is evidence for design in the universe so 

therefore, there must be a designer. Thomas Aquinas wrote about design as one of his ‘Five Ways’ – stating that an arrow 
still needs an archer. The most famous iteration of the design theory is William Paley’s Watch analogy. He states that if 
something simple such as a watch needs a designer – something far more complicated such as the universe must too. He 
argues that the only thing that could do this is God – he is omniscient and omnipotent. This argument seems logical – 
things do seem to have a purpose, it encourages a scientific approach and complements the Christian nature of God. 
However, Richard Dawkins suggests we look at the world through ‘purpose coloured spectacles’. Also, Darwin showed us 
that humans evolved to our current stage rather than us being designed this way. Also, if God is an omniscient and 
omnibenevolent designer – why did he design and create the evil and suffering we experience on Earth? Watch clip. 

 Cosmological (causation) argument suggests that everything must have a cause. Thomas Aquinas 
proposes this in his ‘Five Ways’ as proof of God’s existence. He says that the existence of the universe requires a ‘first cause’. 
This is God – he is the ‘uncaused causer’. He is omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient. Without a first cause, we would 
have ‘infinite regress’ – the chain of cause and effect would stretch back infinitely and this seems impossible and illogical. The 
argument for a first cause seems logical and is based on our own experience. It is difficult to deny that there is cause and 
effect in our world. It is compatible with scientific evidence which shows us that the Universe did have a beginning (The Big 
Bang). However, many scientists are happy to use the Big Bang Theory as an explanation for the Universe without a cause 
behind it such as God. There is much evidence for the Big Bang Theory. Philosophers such as Betrand Russell suggests that 
full explanations are not possible and that humans should just accept that the Universe ‘Just is’. David Hume said there is 
nothing wrong with suggesting that things can come into existence without a cause. Watch clip. 
 

Catholics believe God is omnipotent(all powerful), omniscient (all knowing) and 

omnibenevolent(all loving). This creates a problem for Catholics, as if God is these things, how can evil and suffering exist in 
the world? He is powerful enough to stop suffering, he knows it is happening and he loves us, yet he does nothing. This is 
called the Problem of Evil and Suffering. Mackie calls this the inconsistent triad – God is omnipotent and omnibenevolent 
but evil exists. The two types of evil are moral and natural. Moral evil is caused by humans – such as murder, theft and 
assault. Natural evil is disasters such as droughts, tsunamis and earthquakes. Watch clip 

 Catholics respond to the Problem of Evil and suffering in three ways. First of all they look 

to the Bible. Psalm 119 suggests that Christians can learn from previous suffering. They also look to the suffering that Jesus 
went through and suggest suffering has a higher purpose and is part of a plan God has which is incomprehensible to humans. 
Secondly, they take a philosophical approach and suggest that suffering can help us to develop (Irenaeus). Augustine of 
Hippos suggests that suffering exists because humans abused the free will gifted to them in Genesis. However, this is weak as 
it does not explain natural evil. Thirdly, Catholics take a practical approach to evil and suffering. They pray for those who are 
suffering and/or in need. They also perform acts of charity and reach out to those in need – just as Jesus did. However, these 
responses are not always successful and the existence of evil in the world remains a barrier to faith in God for many.  

Links to other topics 

Design and causation 

Creation(P1:U1) as God is seen as the 

creator of the Universe. 

Evil and suffering 

Trinity (P1:U1) as belief in the Trinity 

shows the nature of God and discusses his 

omnipotence and omniscience.  

Scripture 

Genesis – the Creation accounts. 

The Nicene Creed – I believe in 

One God…. 

Psalm 119  “It is good that I was 

afflicted that I might learn thy 

statutes”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foeM6vXZCys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsNdL_ANjAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qilO5AJjkvw


  

Keyword Definition 

Procreate To create new life 

Cohabitation Living with a partner without being 
married 

Reconstituted 
Family 

Family made up of step parents & 
siblings. 

Nuclear Family A married couple and their dependent 
children living together. 

 MARRIAGE Marriage is the union of two people. A couple can be unified (brought together) through 

either a religious or secular (non-religious) union. Either way, a marriage is a time to make a public declaration of love and commitment 
between the two people. Watch clip1. Clip 2 

 DIFFERENT VIEWS TO MARRIAGE Catholic view- Marriage is a union between a man and a woman. It should 

be loving, lifelong, exclusive (just between two people), fruitful (open to the chance of having children). Jesus taught the importance of 
marriage stating ‘two become one flesh’- meaning two people are joined in matrimony as one. This union takes place in a Catholic Church 
and is one of the Seven Sacraments. As well as the religious side, marriage in a Catholic Church also has to be legally binding so, a registrar 
will be present. Secular View- Not all marriages take place in a church. Marriage is a legal union when religion is taken out of the picture, 
this is known as ‘Civil Marriage’. This is a legally binding union only, which can take place in anywhere as long as there is a registrar 
present. Civil Partnership- is a non-religious ceremony conducted by a registrar. There are few notable differences: marriage is formed by 
vows, whereas a civil partnership is formed by signing the civil partnership document; and. marriages are ended by divorce, whereas civil 
partnerships are ended by dissolution, although the process is fundamentally the same. Civil partnership can be between same sex 
couples as well as (heterosexual- opposite sexual attraction) mixed sex couples. 2014 meant same sex couples could have a civil marriage 
rather than just a civil partnership. However, Church of England and Catholic Church do not permit same sex marriage but, other religions 
may permit a marriage ceremony for same sex couple if they choose.  
 

: SEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS Catholic View- the Church teaches that having children is a key part of sexual relations. 

Marriage is sacred bond which should be open to having children. Catholics believe that in Genesis 1 God creates ‘man and woman’, meaning 
there is a law of nature which means a man and women were created ‘perfectly’ to create new life. Because of this Catholics do not accept 
homosexual sex acts as they are not open to the chance for new life. Be aware that Catholics do accept homosexuality- Catholics accept that 
people are gay, it is the act of homosexual sex that they deem as wrong & sinful. Catholics also believe that marriage should be unitive- a 
couple should not have any other sexual partner as they have made promises/vows in the eyes of God.  Church of England- accept 
homosexuality as they believe that all humans should be free to love. However, they do agree that all relationships should be faithful and 
committed and couples should not be promiscuous (have more than one sexual partner).  Watch Clip. 

 FAMILY & SUPPORT FOR THE FAMILY Catholic view- family has a responsibility to nurture and educate 

its children in faith. They believe that the family was created by God as the basic unit of society where children should be brought up. The 
church (community/parish) provide support for the family such as, family counselling, food banks, religious education. Taking your children to 
church is actively promoted and as Catholic parents they have a duty to bring their children up in the Catholic faith and educate them about 
God and religion. There is a great variety of family structures in the UK, the Church accepts this and will provide support for the variation of 
families for example for single parent families. The Holy family (Mary, Joseph and Jesus) provide a model family life.  Changes within family 
life- due to the events of the last 50-100 years, family life has changed dramatically. Divorce has become more common in society, as less 
frowned upon and easier to do- meaning families dynamics look different to 1950’s Britain where most families were married parents. Also, 
cohabiting is more accepted now so more couple choose to live together before marriage and maybe marry & have children in later life. 

Stats-  

Scripture & authority 

Genesis 1: 28  –‘be fruitful and multiply’ 

Pope Francis 2013- ‘If a person is gay & 

seeks God & has goodwill, who am I to 

judge?’ 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church) CCC- 

the family home is rightly called ‘the 

domestic church’ CCC 1666 

CCC – ‘marriage can radiate a 

fruitfulness of charity…and of sacrifice’ 

CCC 1654 

Links to other topics 

Sacraments The 7 Sacraments in the 

Catholics faith are part of a person’s 

progression through religious life- this 

includes marriage for some.  

Magisterium- the official decision making 

body of the Church. Has authority to advise 

Catholics on marriage, sexual relationships 

& family life. Usually through the 

Catechism (CCC). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uq2RDYlOLrs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ld7KoRd_WIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jEM6PS_Q10


 

Keyword Definition 
Adultery Sex between a married person with 

someone who isn’t their marriage partner  

Celibate  Abstaining from marriage and sexual 
relations, typically for religious reasons. 

Contraception Preventing new life  

Annulment declaring a marriage null and void 

 FAMILY PLANNING is basically another term for contraception. In Britain, thanks to the NHS contraception 

is completely free meaning people have a range of choices as to when they want to have children/plan a family. There are two types of 
contraception 1) artificial: the contraceptive pill, the coil, the contraceptive implant, condoms (only contraception which also protects 
against STInfections) most of which are 99% effective at preventing pregnancy 2) natural: looking at a woman’s monthly menstrual cycle 
and only having sex at times where she is less likely to get pregnant, this is known as the ‘rhythm method’, sometimes couples will use 
the withdrawal method which is equally as inefficient. The rhythm method is the only form of contraception that Catholics accept as it is 
natural and doesn’t mess with ‘God’s plan’, i.e. men & women made to procreate (create new life). Watch Clip 

: DIVORCE, ANNULMENT & REMARRIAGE Catholic view on divorce- unacceptable as  the 

couple have joined union in a sacred Sacrament, in the eyes of God & have made the vows ‘until death do us part’ meaning it is a bond that 
should never be broken. The Roman Catholic Church does not recognise divorce. A marriage can only end when one partner dies or if there 
are grounds for an annulment. A couple may be granted a civil divorce and be divorced in the eyes of the state, but their marriage will 
continue 'in the eyes of God'. This means that neither of the partners can remarry in a Catholic church. Church of England- Christians do 
accept that sometimes divorce is lesser of the two evils. Divorce might be the only option for abuse. Divorce is mentioned in the Bible, the 
main source of authority and guidance for Christians, many times. Jesus’s teaching on divorce is that it is adultery, which is forbidden in the 
Ten C, but he did allow for divorce in the case of a partner’s infidelity. C of E uses Jesus’ teaching  for divorce and remarriage.  Watch clip 

 EQUALITY OF MEN & WOMEN IN THE FAMILY Most Christians accept that men and women were made 

in the image of God (Genesis), therefore advocate equality and equal rights between men & women. However, some Christian 
community reflect ideas in the Bible which can be seen as male dominated. For example ‘wives submit to your husbands’ taught in St 
Paul’s Letters in the Bible. Men & women are equal they have different roles as God made them differently. In the family, children 
should treat both parents with respects, The 10 Commandments teaches that we should ‘honour thy mother and father’. The Catholic 
Church believes men & women have an equal role in the family and these roles should be supported in a life outside the family too.  
Watch Clip 

 GENDER PREJUDICE & DISCRIMINATION roles of men and women in the family have 

changed, mainly after WW2 when women were given working roles rather than just being the head of the family. Gender equality 
means that all people of all genders are able to enjoy the same rights and opportunities in all aspects of their lives. UK laws now mean 
that men and women should have equal rights in all areas such as pay, the right to vote and the job they do. However, this is not always 
the case, and certainly not always in religion, as men and women have traditionally had different roles to play in religious customs. 
Catholic view- In the Roman Catholic Church only men can become priests and bishops. They have to remain celibate because their 
position means they are married to the Church and need to be free of family responsibilities to be able to perform their duties fully. 
Women have different roles in the Roman Catholic Church. Church of England- Nowadays, most Protestant churches allow women to 
become ministers or priests. In 2014 the Church of England finally voted, after years of debate, to allow women to become bishops and 
the first women bishops were ordained in 2015. Watch Clip. 

Links to other topics 

Situation Ethics Basing moral decisions 

(decisions between right and wrong) on 

Jesus’ teachings on what is the most loving 

thing do in each unique situation 

Holy Orders-  Only men can become priests & 

bishops in the Catholic Church. Women can 

only become a nun if they want to devote 

themselves to a religious vocation. 

Scripture 

Genesis 1:27 ‘God created them 

male & female, he created them’.  

Mark 10 ‘What God joined 

together, let no man separate’ 

St Paul’s Letters to the Galations  

‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

slave nor free, male nor female 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus’. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lV7t6Vr5xJo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7G8iu2KLi-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T87DNKBvYIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eh_HXrurrTA

