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Curriculum Intent 

‘Every human is an artist.’ Don Miguel Ruiz 

The Art department has developed a curriculum which seeks to provide students with an inspiring but 

accessible journey in their Art education. 

We aim to: 

• Build on the prior skills and knowledge of the students to enable them to become independent, 

resilient learners, and to be appreciative of culture and Art and Design. 

• Remove barriers to learning enabling students to safely build confidence, skills and knowledge and 

foster positive relationships with staff. 

• Ensure students are aware of opportunities and pathways available in the subject, through the 

department’s collaboration with other schools, colleges and practitioners in the subject. 

• Develop skills and habits that will teach students to be flexible, creative and hard-working and so to 

enable them to adapt to the local labour market and the changing economy beyond. 

 

Teaching and Learning  

All KS3 projects follow a similar theme. (Introduction, Context, development and Personal Response). 

Introduction to the project through the use of a Power-point and the issuing of a ‘Big Picture’ Overview and 

checklist, outlining groups. Key elements in Art (Line, tone, form, texture, pattern and composition) are 

addressed repeatedly ensuring that skills are consistently revisited and built upon, leading to improved 

knowledge and a stronger mastery of the skills needed for students to be more confident and creative. 

By the end of KS3 students should: 

• Make creative personal responses, exploring their own ideas and writing down their experiences. 

• Have experiences in different drawing techniques, painting, sculpture and other art and design 

techniques. 

• Be able to look at the work of other artists and designers and analyse and evaluate their work using 

key art vocabulary. 

• Gain knowledge about great artist, craft makers and designers with an understanding of historical 

and cultural context of their art forms. 

Expected student progress in each project is referenced within the KS3 Progress Grids. 

Cultural Capital 

The Art Department has a substantial reference library within the classroom which students has access to. 

The full scope of the library is vast, covering the great masters to modern contemporary movements, 

architects and designers to contemporary art like computer game Art and animation. 

The Department has taken students to the Liverpool Walker Art Gallery and the Tate Modern. Local 

initiatives have seen students working with professional artists both in school and local colleges where KS4 

students attend yearly visits. Students from all years have been offered the opportunity to travel to London 

in the past, visiting places like The National Portrait Gallery, The Harry Potter Museum, Wimbledon and 

West End musicals.  
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The Exhibition and celebration of students’ work is seen as a hugely important aspect of a students’ 

experience. Students from St. Cuthbert’s regularly enter the St Helens Youth Art Open, which sees their 

work exhibited within the Town. The Art Department collaborates with the food technology and Music 

departments in events which sees every year 11 GCSE student exhibit their own artwork in a ‘Cultural 

event’ open to parents, families, Governors and the local community. 

Year 7 

Term 1a-b & 2a Project: All About Me. 

The first assignment Year 7 students address is a baseline assessment task copying photocopy of Artist 

Frida Kahlo, in pencil adding tone. Frida Kahlo was used as one of the most prominent female portrait 

artists historically. She also presents a focus on the background of her portraits which is similar in context 

to the student’s work, where the background will inform the viewer about the subject. The project seeks to 

get student thinking about themselves as the main stimulus for their Art. This ensures access and reduces 

barriers as all students should be able to record and collect information about themselves. Aspects like 

facial proportion, recording using ICT through use of photography and basic reproduction techniques. After 

students has planned and developed their ideas they produce a personal response which develops basic 

painting skills, mainly control and colour mixing. Students are expected to produce an extended written 

piece about Frida Kahlo and the connections to their own work and the work of other portraits referenced in 

the Knowledge Organiser (Hans Holbien, The Ambassadors linking background to the person) 

Term 2b &3 a-b Project: The Power of Colour 

The second project focuses on Artist Georgia O’Keeffe and photographer Karl Blossfeldt. In contrasting the 

two artist students learn about colour theory and recording from Primary source; shells, flowers, food and 

other natural forms. Learning to ‘SEE’ through direct observation is a vital aspect of the curriculum. 

Students explore new media using oil pastels and will get the opportunity to explore materials building on 

skills picked up from the first 3 half Terms. Georgia O’Keeffe was selected as one of the greatest artists 

through her of colour and this is contrasted through the Black and white photography of Karl Blossfeldt who 

students can relate to as a photographer and artist and who’s work they can use as a stimulus for their own 

understanding of colour and the skills they need to demonstrate (colour theory, blending, mixing, mood, 

control of line and detail). 

Students are expected to research artists and collect visuals to help support personal responses that they 

develop in lessons. Personal response based upon natural forms and influenced by an artist or direct 

observation are completed in oil pastel although students are able to extend themselves using skills 

learned earlier in the year. 

Projects in Year 7 give students opportunities to practice skills in copying, drawing with pencil, painting 

skills and basic Art analysis. These aspects will be repeated and built upon in year 8. Basic collecting, 

cutting and composing of pictures as part of a students’ project in Year 7 will be repeated in Year 8 but 

skills and techniques involved will form a greater part of the assessment which underlines the importance of 

‘Collecting and researching visual sources later on in the Curriculum. 
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Year 8 

Year 8 is intended to increase the use of media that was used to some extent in Year 7. For example, skills 

in colouring pencils were used in Year 7 but further teaching points like, increasing pressure, blending and 

layering are given greater focus. New processes are addressed giving students skills that they can develop 

and explore in more depth in later assignments. 

Term 1a-b & 2a Project. The Price of Fame 

The unit focuses on cultural issues around the media and the negative aspects and expectations of Fame. 

Pop Art and advertising feature very strongly in this project. Pop Art is used due to its strong association to 

popular culture which is as relevant today as it was in the 1950’s when the movement started. This gives 

students a vast area to research, collect and investigate looking at magazines, the internet, music and 

television. Visual Mind-maps are developed through extensive discussion with students often involving 

sensitive issues in the media. Students collect and arrange collages that have a specific or general 

narrative about issues discussed (e.g. Body image, drugs, lifestyle). There is a strong emphasis on 

symbolism and how images can convey meaning (e.g. an apple can symbolise temptation as in the story of 

Adam and Eve). 

The students develop personal responses with focus on the reproduction in ‘Line’ of their collage. This 

reproduction is developed with the use of colouring pencils. This extended study allows for ample practice 

with student reinforcing skill over a number of lessons. An opportunity to be more creative in exploring 

mixed media and developing a larger photocopied reproduction of their previous drawing is available as an 

extension task. Students are encouraged to take risks and try using collage with paint and layering colours 

and materials on their work. An exam which reproduces a Pop Art photocopy looks at basic drawing skills. 

Students are expected to complete a piece of extended writing explaining the meaning of their work and the 

aspects of the ‘Price of Fame’ that their picture addresses. 

Term 2b &3 a-b Project Savtchenko 

Students will have the opportunity to look at aspects of Art, like figure drawing, patterns and symbolism, 

which were covered with a different focus in previous projects. Savtchenko was used in this project due to 

the way she uses colour and figures in her work which allows students greater scope to express their 

feelings confidently. Artwork from history, including religious works and Da Vinci’s The Hand of God will be 

viewed to highlight the spiritual and religious element present in this project. 

Students will also be encouraged to be more creative and explore more in order to give more insight and 

knowledge in Year 9. This project has strong cross-curricular to RE looking at spirituality and religious 

symbols. Students will have the opportunity to collaborate and share ideas which focus on visualisation and 

communication skills. Students will be taught and recap layout skills for their work in sketchbooks. Pattern 

from ‘Classical’ (historical Greek, Roman) architecture and artworks from other cultures (Indian, Chinese, 

African) is visually analysed and used to influence embellishment and decoration for the students work. 
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Year 9 

Year 9 involves multiple, smaller projects which focus on skill development, and good working practices 

expected in sketchbooks. The same system of context, development and personal response is followed for 

each topic although a shorter time spell is devoted to the personal response. The projects are selected to 

cover the main areas within Art.  Realism, abstract, pattern, Still Life, portraits and landscape. 

Term 1a  

Art appreciation and looking at the work of others 

This encourages students to look back at Year 7 & 8 and also their own personal art interests and focus a 

discussion on this. This ensures engagement as students follow a very personal pathway. Students have 

an opportunity to look at Art from the ‘Great Masters’ as well as contemporary Art, as they first view a range 

of sources before they select a theme for their project. Analysis of the work of others (Assessment 

Objective 1 GCSE Art) is the main focus together with basic layout skills and presenting their ideas. 

Analysis in the form of annotation and knowledge of how to break down a picture so they can understand 

and respond to it is key in this unit, and extends what they have addressed in Year 7&8. 

Term 1b 

Decoration and embellishment 

Students have a chance to explore and ‘play’ with basic shapes and lines to produce patterns and 

imaginative drawings. These are then developed using decorative Art form historical contexts, architecture 

and other world cultures. Experiment and explore. (Assessment Objective 2) is the main focus of this 

Assignment. 

Term 2a 

Still Life 

This unit of work focuses on Still Life and recording form Primary source as we look at objective and 

respond accordingly using different media already addressed in previous learning. Recording, thoughts and 

observations is the main focus of this assignment. Students are again required to source their own artists 

who address this area which builds research skills vital for future projects. 

Term 2 b 

Portraits and Life drawing 

This Unit focuses on Portraits and drawing the human figure.  Again, the focus is on recording from primary 

and secondary sources but also goes back to look at the work of prominent artists who have addressed this 

area. Students are again encouraged to find their own visual sources to help them develop their own 

analysis and personal response in the sketchbooks. A range of Artists will be looked at from Pre-20th 

Century to modern contemporary art. 

 

  



 

Curriculum Rationale 
Art 

 

 

2020-2021   Page 5 of 5 

Term 3 a&b 

Our environment and natural forms: Landscape 

The final Unit is focused on students producing a final personal response. They are encouraged to look 

around the local environment. This project ensures that key areas of art, portraits, landscapes, still life and 

pattern have been covered. It also encourages students to develop skills in ‘training the eye’ and ‘creativity’, 

as they look around their environment for sources of stimulation for their ideas. Artists like Angie Lewin 

bring context to some of the work. Students are expected to produce a larger final response as if they were 

exhibiting their work. They are encouraged to consider building upon skills learned earlier in KS3. 

KS4 (2 Terms Coursework) 

GCSE FINE ART AND GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 

Students follow 2 internally planned Projects to meet with AQA Art specification. These projects change 

annually and try and reflect student voice /feedback from previous years and Year 9 students as well as 

topical and cultural developments that would facilitate students gaining topical and more meaningful 

information. The four Assessment Objectives are addressed within each project with some assignments 

giving greater focus on one or two in order to help the students understand what is being asked of them. 

Students are issued with Independent Study Booklets where each project can be broken down into smaller 

assignments which may focus on one or more of the Assessment Objectives. This structure also gives the 

students an idea on how they can prepare and plan their own in project which they will need to do for the 

external assignment set in January of Year 11. 

In Year 11 students are set the External Assignment (Art Controlled test). The maximum time allowed is 

allocated and students sit the Final Controlled Test after the Easter break. The students are expected to 

present a final personal response and supporting studies. The Art Department at St Cuthbert’s it is in the 

form of a sketchbook and other ‘larger’ studies and moodboards. 


