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We are looking closely at our curriculum for 
next year and need your help.

We need you to tell us what revision sessions 
you will need and what areas we need to 
focus more on.
You will be shown a list of the main areas 
covered in both English Language and 
Literature. Your job is to indicate how 
confident you are in these areas.



Using a scale of 1 to 5 indicate how confident 
you feel:

1. Really confident

2. Confident

3. Feeling positive

4. Worried

5. Really worried



English Language

A. Reading fiction texts and commenting on a writer’s use of language

B. Reading fiction texts and commenting on how the structure of a text 
interests the reader

C. Reading fiction texts and evaluating how a writer achieves something 
e.g. the writer makes us feel sorry for the character. To what extent do 
you agree?



English Language

D. Writing effective descriptions based on an image

E. Writing engaging stories



English Language

F.  Reading non-fiction texts and summarising the similarities and 
differences between 2 texts

G. Reading non-fiction texts and analysing how language is used to 
create an effect

H. Comparing the methods writers use to show their viewpoints



English Language

I. Writing formal letters

J. Writing articles

K. Writing speeches



English Literature

A. Romeo and Juliet

B. A Christmas carol

C. Blood Brothers

D. Poetry anthology

E. Unseen poems



English Language

Today’s session will be focusing on English 
Language and the skills you need when 
analysing non-fiction texts.

Question: How is language used to 
describe the journey to Hill House?



The road leading away from the gas station and the church was very 
poor indeed, deeply rutted and rocky. Eleanor's little car stumbled and 
bounced, reluctant to go farther into these unattractive hills, where the 
day seemed quickly drawing to an end under the thick, oppressive 
trees on either side. They do not really seem to have much traffic on 
this road, Eleanor thought wryly, turning the wheel quickly to avoid a 
particularly vicious rock ahead; six miles of this will not do the car any 
good; and for the first time in hours she thought of her sister and 
laughed. By now they would surely know that she had taken the car 
and gone, but they would not know where; they would be telling each 
other incredulously that they would never have suspected it of Eleanor. 
I would never have suspected it of myself, she thought, laughing still; 
everything is different, I am a new person, very far from home. "In 
delay there lies no plenty…present mirth hath present laughter.”



And she gasped as the car cracked against a rock and reeled back 
across the road with an ominous scraping somewhere beneath, but 
then gathered itself together valiantly and resumed its dogged climb. 
The tree branches brushed against the windshield, and it grew steadily 
darker; Hill House likes to make an entrance, she thought; I wonder if 
the sun ever shines along here. At last, with one final effort, the car 
cleared a tangle of dead leaves and small branches across the road, and 
came into a clearing by the gate of Hill House.

Why am I here? she thought helplessly and at once; why am I here? 
The gate was tall and ominous and heavy, set strongly into a stone wall 
which went off through the trees. Even from the car she could see the 
padlock and the chain that was twisted around and through the bars. 
Beyond the gate she could see only that the road continued, turned, 
shadowed on either side by the still, dark trees.



The road leading away from the gas station and the church was very 
poor indeed, deeply rutted and rocky. Eleanor's little car stumbled and 
bounced, reluctant to go farther into these unattractive hills, where the 
day seemed quickly drawing to an end under the thick, oppressive 
trees on either side. They do not really seem to have much traffic on 
this road, Eleanor thought wryly, turning the wheel quickly to avoid a 
particularly vicious rock ahead; six miles of this will not do the car any 
good; and for the first time in hours she thought of her sister and 
laughed.

Wryly: mocking humour

Question: How is language used to to
describe the journey to Hill House?



By now they would surely know that she had taken the car and gone, but they would not 
know where; they would be telling each other incredulously that they would never have 
suspected it of Eleanor. I would never have suspected it of myself, she thought, laughing 
still; everything is different, I am a new person, very far from home. "In delay there lies no 
plenty…present mirth hath present laughter.”

And she gasped as the car cracked against a rock and reeled back across the 
road with an ominous scraping somewhere beneath, but then gathered itself 
together valiantly and resumed its dogged climb. The tree branches brushed 
against the windshield, and it grew steadily darker; Hill House likes to make 
an entrance, she thought; I wonder if the sun ever shines along here. At last, 
with one final effort, the car cleared a tangle of dead leaves and small 
branches across the road, and came into a clearing by the gate of Hill House.

Question: How is language used to to
describe the journey to Hill House?



Why am I here? she thought helplessly and at once; why am I here? 
The gate was tall and ominous and heavy, set strongly into a stone wall 
which went off through the trees. Even from the car she could see the 
padlock and the chain that was twisted around and through the bars. 
Beyond the gate she could see only that the road continued, turned, 
shadowed on either side by the still, dark trees.

Question: How is language used to to
describe the journey to Hill House?



Tips:

• Don’t just go for the most obvious quotes-think outside of the box

• Choose a combination of phrases and single words/techniques that you will 
be able to zoom in on

• Try to ember the quote into your own words e.g. The road is ‘deeply rutted 
and rocky’ which shows that……………… INSTEAD of the word is dangerous. I 
know this because it says it is ‘deeply rutted and rocky’

• Try to incorporate layers of meaning in your analysis: it shows that…… it 
could also suggest that……

• Try to group quotes together, which prove the same point

Question: How is language used to describe 
the journey to Hill House?



Dangerous Intimidating Eleanor is frightened Eleanor’s 
determination to 

complete the journey

Deeply rutted and rocky do not really seem to have 
much traffic on this road

she gasped
CHALLENGE

Question: How is language used to describe 
the journey to Hill House?



Question: How is language used to describe the journey 
to Hill House?  Model response.

The writer makes the journey seem dangerous through the description of the road, 
which was ‘deeply rutted and rocky’. The fact it is so uneven with rocks as obstacles 
suggest that Eleanor’s ‘little’ car would find it difficult to travel on it. The fact that she 
has a ‘six mile’ journey ahead of her suggests that the car will find it difficult to travel 
so far under these conditions. In addition to this, Eleanor notes that they ‘do not 
really seem to have much traffic on this road’ so she could be stranded with nobody 
around to help her if she breaks down, which adds to the danger. The use of verbs
throughout the extract such as ‘stumbled’, ‘bounced’, ‘cracked’ and ‘reeled’ when 
describing the movement of the car also indicates the dangerous driving conditions. 
It is interesting that these verbs become more powerful, as the extract continues, 
which reflects the increasing danger she faces on the journey.



Now have a go at answering the question yourself.

Question: How is language used to describe the journey 
to Hill House?  


