
The Development of Germany,  

1919-1991 

 
Your exam will last for 45 minutes. You need to answer all questions on the 

exam paper.  

Question stems: 

QUESTION 1 Describe _______________________________________________________ [5] 

QUESTION 2 How far ________________________________________________________ [6] 

QUESTION 3 ________ was ______________________________________________________. Three of 
the __________:  

• _____________________________  

• _____________________________  

• _____________________________  

Arrange ________________ in order of their significance in ________________________________. 
Explain your choices. [9] 

QUESTION 4 Explain why _____________________________________________________. [8] 

QUESTION 5 How important was ______________________________________________? [12]  

[In your answer you should discuss _______________________alongside other factors in order to reach a 
judgement.] 



What do you need to know for your Development of Germany unit? 

Theme Topic area Red Amber Green 
How successful was the Weimar republic in dealing with Germany's problems after 1919? 
 
 

Weimar 
Germany 

 

The impact of war and impact of the Treaty of Versailles.    
Opposition to the Weimar government.    
Economic and political reform under Stresemann.    
Improved foreign relations – Foreign policy of the Weimar 
government. 

   

How did the Nazis take total control of Germany by 1934? 
 
 

The Rise 
of the Nazi 

Party  

Reasons for Nazi support: The great depression.    
Reasons for Nazi support: Propaganda.    
Reasons for Nazi support: Fear of Communism.    
Hitler as Chancellor.    
Steps to dictatorship and consolidation of power.     
The creation of the police state.    

How were the lives of the German people affected by Nazi rule between 1933 and 1939? 
 
 

Life under 
the Nazis 

Economic control – Reducing unemployment.     
Control of workers – DAF and removal of Trade Unions.    
The treatment of women: The three Ks.    
Children and education, youth groups and indoctrination.    
The treatment of Jews up to 1939.    
Why did life change for the German people during the Second World War? 

 
Life during 

the 
Second 

World War 

Changing conditions on the Home Front; impact of Allied Bombing.    
Opposition to the Nazis: Youth, Church and Military.     
The treatment of Jews: Use of concentration camps and 
deportation.  

   

The impact of defeat – Denazification, liberation of concentration 
camps, Nuremberg trials and division of Germany.  

   

Why were conditions in West and East Germany different after 1949? 
West and 

East 
Germany 
between 
1949 and 

1991 

Impact of the division of Germany.    
Economic recovery in the West.     
Soviet control and repression in the East.    
The separation of Germany by 1961.     

How did relations between the two Germanies change between 1949 and 1991? 
 

Cold War 
relations 

The emergence of the two Germanies.    
The Berlin Blockade and Airlift.    
The significance of the Berlin Wall.    
The importance of Brandt and Ostpolitik.    

What factors led to the reunification of Germany in 1990? 
Co-

operation 
and 

reconciliati
on 

The collapse of communism in Eastern Europe.    
The role of Helmut Kohl.    
The end of the Cold War.    
The fall of the Berlin Wall and reunification.    

How to use this check list: 

Start with the topics which you have forgotten and complete a paragraph or page of notes on the area. Then 
shorten your page/paragraph to a few lines. Shorten the lines to a few key words and then finally shorten the 

key words to a list of key letters. Then try to come up with a mnemonic to remember the topic area!  

The more you do this the less gaps in knowledge you will have. Good luck! 



How successful was the Weimar republic in dealing with Germany's problems after 1919? 

 

 
The WW1 peace treaty was signed at Versailles 

Palace in France. 

Terms of the Treaty of Versailles: 

 

Germany was very bitter and resentful about the Treaty of Versailles.  

 

 

 

 

The impact of war and impact of the Treaty of Versailles. 

By 1918 the Germans were slowly losing the war and many soldiers began to want 
peace. There was talk of a German Revolution to overthrow the Kaiser. 
November 1918 – Kaiser Wilhelm was forced to abdicate (leave the throne) 
A new government is created – the Weimar Government; though many other people 
also disliked them too.  
Their first job was to surrender from the War. This made them look weak and 
some people called them the November Criminals for betraying their own people 
(many Germans thought the war could still be fought). 

Germany before WW1 
• Germany was a “super state” within Europe 
• It had a strong military and was industrially successful with good farming land and natural resources like 

iron which made lots of money 
• Most Germans had good jobs and comfortable housing 
• They had the best welfare and health system in Europe 
• Their education system was excellent 

Opposition to the Weimar government. 
The Weimar Government had many weaknesses:  

1) The new government was born from defeat of WWII 
2) The constitution was supposed to be temporary and contained many 
flaws, for example; Article 48. In an emergency the ruler can pass laws 
without the support of the Reichstag. 
3) The voting system Proportional Representation led to weak and 
unstable coalition governments. 
4) Uprisings against the government (Kapp Putsch & Spartacist Rising) 

 

 

Key word: Constitution 
The Weimar Constitution was a set of laws that 
determined how Germany was run after WW1. 

 
The Weimar government 
was Germany’s first 
democracy. Their first 
leader was Ebert 

 



Which uprisings made the Weimar Government weak? 

 

How successful was the Weimar republic in dealing with Germany's problems after 1919? 

 

 

The 1923 Ruhr Crisis 

In 1922 Germany failed to make second instalment 
of reparations and this angered France. France 
believed that Germany could pay but they just 
hadn’t and so they decided to take action and they 
occupied the Ruhr with military force. The Ruhr was 
an area of key importance for Germany’s economy 
because it was the only area of key industrial 
strength. In response to the occupation Friedrich 
Ebert asked the German workers to ‘passively resist’ 
(ignore the French). The German workers listened to 
Ebert and work in the Ruhr stopped but because of 
this Germany’s economy became much weaker.  
Eventually the French left the Ruhr because they 
were not gaining any money and they warned 
Germany without paying they would return. Ebert 
still could not afford the reparations and so he 
decided to print more money to try and boost 
Germany’s economy. This lead to a period in German 
history called hyper-inflation. 

 

Hyperinflation 

The government decided to solve their debt crisis by printing more money, but this led to hyperinflation.   
Hyperinflation – where the value of money becomes worthless because there is so much of it in the economy.  E.g. In 1923 a loaf of bread 

cost 250 marks. A few months later it cost 201 billion marks. Printing more money doesn’t make people rich, it just makes prices go up!  
People’s life savings became worthless. Wages did not increase as quickly as the cost of living did. Hunger became common as people 
couldn’t afford food.  

 



The Stresemann Years 

 
Gustav Stresemann 

 

Improved foreign relations during the Weimar Republic 

The Treaty of Rapallo 

• The foreign policy of the Weimar Republic was mainly concerned with attempting to change the Treaty of Versailles and 
restore Germany’s status as a world power.  

• A cautious first step was taken with the Treaty of Rapallo in 1922 which restored relations with the Soviet Union 
(USSR). Both countries agreed to cooperate and cancelled each other’s claims for compensation from the recent war.  

• At a time when both countries were regarded as outcasts, this treaty did not help Germany’s relations with France or 
Britain. These tensions would not have reduced if the French and British had been fully aware that Germany and the 
Soviet Union were secretly testing weapons and training troops as part of their ‘cooperation’.  

• The treaty is remarkable in the light of communist opposition to the Weimar Republic and the hostility between Nazi 
Germany and the USSR. 

 

A popular foreign minister called Gustav Stresemann helped the Weimar  
Republic to recover. 

• He created a new currency called the Rentenmark – ending hyperinflation.  
• He helped get Germany loans from the USA – this was called the DAWES PLAN. 

The Americans agreed to lend the Germans 800 million gold marks. The YOUNG 
PLAN signed afterwards reduced the reparations they had to pay and gave the 
USA longer to pay them. 

• Life in Weimar Germany improved. People enjoyed good social lives, listening to 
jazz music and drinking in night clubs. Art and literature also became very 
popular, which showed the people must have more free time and money disposable 
income to enjoy life.   

 But Stresemann knew Weimar Germany was still vulnerable. He said, “We are dancing 
on the top of a volcano and no-one realises”  
 

Chancellor of 
Germany Joseph 
Wirth (2.from left) 
with Krassin, Georgi 
Chicherin and Joffef
rom the Russian 
delegation. 

Stresemann achieved an important step forward in restoring Germany’s 
standing as a partner in European decision-making. The Locarno 
Agreement of 1925 declared that France, Germany and Belgium 
(guaranteed by Britain and Italy) would never go to war over Germany’s 
western borders. This secured the status of the Rhineland, an important 
factor after the recent occupation of the Ruhr. Significantly, Stresemann 
made no guarantees about Germany’s eastern front. It also meant that 
Germany was fully accepted as a partner in solving problems left over 
from Versailles and ended the suspicion caused by the Treaty of Rapallo. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Wirth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Wirth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonid_Krasin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgi_Chicherin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgi_Chicherin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolph_Joffe


Practice questions 

Describe the weaknesses of the Weimar Republic. (5 marks) 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Success criteria: Born from defeat, Article 48, attempted rebellions, Proportional Representation, Ruhr Crisis, 
Hyperinflation – Describe five of the points in detail and explain why they made Weimar weak.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Describe the Treaty of Rapallo. (5 marks) 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Success criteria: Signed in 1922, Britain and USS, Restored relations with the Soviet Union, Cancelled each 
other’s claims for compensation, tensions between France and Britain, secretly testing weapons. Describe each 
point in detail plus any other areas you find relevant.  



How did the Nazis take total control of Germany by 1934? 

The Wall Street Crash 

 In October 1929 share prices began to fall on the Wall Street Stock Exchange 
  As people’s shares became cheaper they rushed to sell them – this made the situation worse 
  On ‘Black Thursday’ (24th October 1929) 13 million shares were sold!! 
  American bankers recalled loans  so both the Dawes plan and the Young plan were recalled 
  International trade also decreased with this because America was the financial and trading centre of the 

world!! 
THE WALL STREET CRASH CAUSED THE GREAT DEPRESSION IN GERMANY! 

 

 

The writing on the wall reads ‘Vote Hitler’ 

 

Hitler’s SA/Brownshirts 

How did the Great Depression effect Germany? 

 

The Weimar Government were blamed for the poor living conditions of the Great Depression. German voters turned 
away from democracy and began voting for the extremist parties such as the Communists and the Nazis. This gave 

Hitler an opportunity to campaign for Chancellor. 

Reasons for Nazi support: Fear of 
Communism. 

In a Communist country there is one leader 
who acts as a Dictator. All money earned is 
taken by the government and then shared 
out equally among everyone in society. This 
is great for poor workers, but rich business 
owners would lose a lot of money. There 
was a violent Communist Revolution in 
Russia in 1917, and Germany was fearful of 
this happening in their country. Rich 
German business owners invested money 
into Hitler’s campaign to ensure the 
Communist were not voted into power.  

1933 Election Campaign 
The campaign proved to be violent and the Nazi 
Party also used its position in government to 
hinder its opponents. Communists were not 
allowed to demonstrate and their newspapers 
were restricted. The SA terrorised left-wing 
opponents and Hitler’s Nazi colleague, Hermann 
Goering, now controlled most of the police 
forces in Germany as a minister in the new 
government. As many as 50,000 members of 
the SA were drafted in as additional police 
officers. There were over 2 million Brownshirts 
by 1933, and violence towards and intimidation 
of the opponents of the Nazis were common. 

How did the Nazis use propaganda? 

 Propaganda = persuading people around to your point of view 

Posters, leaflets, radio broadcasts spread Nazi messages.  Held marches and rallies.  Later on, school text books 
rewritten to spread Nazi ideas.  Anti-Nazi books and newspapers banned.  Cinemas carried propaganda films.  During 
the war propaganda was used to persuade people it was going well for the Germans, even though it wasn’t. 

 



Hitler as Chancellor 

By 1932, Hitler had the biggest Party in the Reichstag but President Hindenburg would not make him Chancellor 
as Hitler planned to destroy democracy. This is what happened: 

 

On 28th January 1933 Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany. Above him was 
President Hindenberg and he must pass any laws through the Democratic Reichstag. 

This was not enough power for Hitler, he wanted to be a dictator. 
 

How did the Nazis consolidate their power? (Make it stronger!) 
1933-Hitler Chancellor but his hold on power was fragile.  There were only 2     
other Nazis in the Cabinet!  He had to make his position stronger.  A series of 
events led Hitler on the path to becoming dictator of Germany. The first of these 
was… 
 
 

Dictator = a 
ruler who has 

absolute power 



#1 The Reichstag Fire 
 
• February 1933 Reichstag Building (German Parliament) set on fire 
• Dutch Communist called Van Der Lubbe found in the building and charged with 
starting fire (after being tortured by Gestapo) 
• Hitler seized his opportunity!  He arrested and imprisoned 400 Communist leaders.  
Banned them from the Reichstag, 
• He persuaded President Hindenberg to pass the Enabling Act. This meant he did 
not have to ask the Reichstag’s permission to pass laws. 
 

 

#2 – The Night of the Long Knives 

 
SA were getting too powerful and Ernst Rohm (leader) 

was disliked by other leading Nazis. 
 
Rohm wanted the SA to take control of the army and Hitler was worried that Rohm would try to take 
over. The army were very suspicious of Rohm. 
Many SA men were thugs and Hitler was having trouble controlling them. 
 
June 1934 – Hitler ordered SS to arrest SA leaders.  Rohm was shot, many others were killed. 
 
 
 

 
#3 Hindenberg dies 

1934 – Just weeks after Night of Long Knives, President Hindenburg died. 
 
Hitler declared himself President AND Chancellor.  He called this role the Fuhrer 
(leader) 
 
Now he was not only Chancellor but Head of State and Commander of the Army.   
 
Every soldier swore an oath of personal loyalty to Hitler. 
 
Final step in Hitler’s consolidation of power. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

Enabling Act: 
Opposition politicians were arrested and 
imprisoned. 
SA could ransack homes of opponents. 
Enemies of Nazis could be executed. 
Workers could no longer join trade unions 

The SS were Hitler’s personal bodyguards.  Led by Himmler.  Wore all black uniform.  
Himmler personally vetted all applicants to make sure that all were good 'Aryan' types.  

After Night of Long Knives, Hitler used SS to control Germany. 

Revision tip: FENDO  

F: Fire in the Reichstag 

E: Enabling Act 

N: Night of the Long Knives 

D: Death of Hindenburg 

O: Oath of the army 

 

The Nazi Police State 
The destruction of the SA in the ‘Night of the Long Knives’ saw the SS 
become a vital part of Hitler’s dictatorship. Originally a bodyguard for the 
Nazi leaders, by 1934 it had become a powerful force in its own right 
under Heinrich Himmler. Now that the SA was destroyed, Himmler’s SS 
took over all of Germany’s police forces. The police were split into two 
groups under Himmler: the ordinary police force and the political police, 
which included the Gestapo, under the command of Reinhard Heydrich. 
Between them Himmler and Heydrich controlled a vast security operation 
which dealt ruthlessly with any opposition to the Nazi dictatorship. The 
Gestapo had the power to arrest people without trial and put people into 
what they called ‘protective custody’. What this really meant was putting 
people into specially organised ‘concentration camps’. There were 18 of 
these to start with, organised by the SS. These were known as ‘Death’s 
Head units’ and the treatment of prisoners was brutal. Many of the first 
inmates of the concentration camps were political opponents of the 
Nazis, such as communists and social democrats. Later, the 
concentration camps were to be used to put into practice Hitler’s policies 
towards the Jews and other groups whom the Nazis hated. 



Practice questions: 

How far did the use of propaganda help Hitler to become Chancellor of Germany in 1933? [6] 

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Plan: In some ways, propaganda did help Hitler to become Chancellor of Germany in 1933 because… 
On the other hand, other factors helped Hitler to come to power such as… *Wall Street Crash*, SA, Fear of Communism, Weimar 
Weaknesses or political scheming.  
Overall, I think that Hitler’s use of propaganda did help him to become Chancellor in 1933, however other factors were also/more 
important…. 
 

How far did the Reichstag Fire allow Hitler to consolidate his power between 1933 and 1934? [6] 

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Plan: In some ways, the Reichstag Fire did allow Hitler to consolidate his power because… However, other factors were important such as 
*the Enabling Act*, the Knight of the Long Knives and the death of Hindenberg – Explain all factors. Overall, I think… 



How were the lives of the German people affected by Nazi rule between 1933 and 1939? 

How did Hitler reduce unemployment? 

• Goering’s “Four-Year Plan” – aim was to prepare for war within 4 years and make Germany self-
sufficient. 
• Increased production or raw materials needed for rearmament e.g. coal, iron, oil. 
• Trade agreements were made with individual countries. 

 

 

  
 

How did Hitler control the work force? 

 
 

The Strength through Joy movement (KdF) 

- Sponsored leisure activities of hard working loyal 
Germans 

- They gave Germans cheap theatre and cinema ticket 
and provided sporting events 

- They improved working conditions e.g. improving 
lighting 

- The created the Volkswagon Scheme in 1938 which 
people would pay to receive a car BUT no one 
received their car 

- It was a way of controlling Germans free/leisure 
time 

 

Rebuilding 
the German 

army 



A further attempt to control the work force was the Beauty of Labour (SDA) organisation which tried to improve working conditions, 
such as ventilation, provision of hot meals, cleanliness, lighting and health and safety standards. It should be remembered, 
however, that many firms expected to make these improvements at the expense of its workers who had to do the painting, cleaning 
and building after normal working hours and for no additional reward. Threats of dismissal or the concentration camp faced those 
who did not help. 

Did the German economy really improve? 
 

Hjalmar Schacht, the president of the Reichsbank, was given the task of controlling the economy from 1934. He was a skilled financial expert 
and had some success in meeting Hitler’s policy demands. These demands were: 
• to reduce unemployment; 
• to expand and rearm Germany’s army, navy and air force; 
• to make Germany self-sufficient (this is sometimes called autarky) and not too dependent on foreign trade. Hitler was haunted by the memory 

of the effect of the blockade of Germany during the First World War. 
Schacht’s policies did bring unemployment down. Public works like the construction of the Autobahnen (motorways) were organised by the 
National Labour Service (RAD), generous marriage bonuses which were given to keep women at home and free up jobs for men, the thousands 
employed by the Nazi Party and government, and the drive to rearmament all helped to bring down the numbers of unemployed from six million 
in 1933 to one million by 1935. The Nazis had also destroyed the trade union movement which was replaced by a Nazi-controlled German 
Labour Front (DAF) headed by Dr Ley. This made sure not only that workers were disciplined but also that wages were kept low. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Nazi policies towards women 
 

 

 

When Hitler came to power in 1933, he introduced a ‘Law for the 
Encouragement of Marriage’. The law said that the government would 
give all newly married couples a loan of 1000 marks (about nine months 
wages). When the first child was born, the couple could keep a quarter 
of the money. On the birth of the second child, they could keep the 
second quarter. They could keep the third quarter on the birth of the 
third child, and the entire amount on the birth of a fourth.  

The phrase the Nazis used to put across what was expected for 
women was: ‘kinder, kuche, kirche’. This meant, ‘children, church and 
cooking’ - what the Nazis believed women should be limited to. Women 
in Nazi Germany found themselves being forced to stay at home. 
Within months of Hitler coming to power, many intelligent women 
doctors, civil servants were sacked. Soon women lawyers and teachers 
were dismissed. By 1939 few women had professional jobs. The Nazi 
party attempted to stop women following fashions. Make-up and 
wearing trousers was frowned upon, and hair was ‘expected’ to be in 
certain styles. An arrangement in a bun or in plaits was permitted, but 
dyed or permed hair was not. Slimming was discouraged because being 
slim was not thought to be good for childbearing. The only thing women 
were actively encouraged to do was to have children. 

The three Ks: ‘kinder, kuche, kirche’. This 
meant, ‘children, church and cooking’ 

The Motherhood Cross award 
Every 12th August, the birthday of 
Hitler’s mother, the Motherhood 
Cross (Mutterkruz) was awarded to 
the women who had the most 
children. In 1938, gold was awarded 
to those who had eight children, 
silver for those with six and bronze 
for those with four children! 

Nazi policies towards 
women were a huge 
change. During the 

Weimar period women 
had enjoyed a lot of 

freedom because they 
could vote and work 

freely. This changed after 
1933.  



How did the lives of children change during Hitler’s leadership in Germany? 

• The Nazis replaced anti-Nazi teachers and University professors; 
• School lessons included hidden indoctrination e.g. requiring children to calculate how much mentally disabled people cost 

the state, or to criticize the racial features of Jewish people; 
• German boys were required to attend the Hitler Youth, which mixed exciting activities, war-games and Nazi 

indoctrination; 
• German girls went to the BDM and learned how to be good mothers, and to love Hitler. 

                                          

  

Hitler Youth groups 

• All youths were forced to join Nazi Youth Groups. Boys attended the Hitler Youth whilst girls attended the League of 
German Maidens. Both became compulsory in 1936.  

• Hitler Youth Members had to go to training camps where they learned how to read maps, were taught Nazi ideas and 
did gymnastics and sports. 

• The BDM (League of German Maidens) was set up in 1930. Many girls were attracted to the BDM as it allowed them to 
escape from their tedious home lives.  They were given opportunities to go away on hikes and camping trips and take 
part in group activities and sports.  

     
 

Indoctrination:  

To brainwash 

Hitler believed that the 
youth were the future 
for Germany so it was 
very important to 
control and 
indoctrinate them.  



Hitler’s use of propaganda during the 1930’s 

 

 

 

 

The aims of propaganda: 

1919-1933 1934-1939 1940-1945 
To attack opponents and gain votes 

for Hitler and the Nazi party. 
Groups attacked: Weimar Government, 

Communists, Jews, other political 
parties such as the DAP. 

To control the German people and 
prepare for war. Women were 

encouraged to have children which 
were needed for Lebensraum (living 
space) and the army. Becoming self-

sufficient. 

Supporting the war effort: 
encouraging women to return to work, 
rationing and then preparing for Total 
War.  

 

Propaganda and Censorship 
 
• Josef Goebbels was the Minister for propaganda and controlled the media 
• Non-Nazi newspapers were shut down.  
• Cheap radios were produced which could only get German/Nazi channels and speakers were put 

up in the street. 
• Goebbels made films with a Nazi slant and there were 45 minute Nazi broadcasts before the 

film. 
• There were mass rallies – One huge event at Nuremberg each year to celebrate the Nazi party 
• Books were censored and some banned  
• there was a book burning of 20,000 books in Berlin in 1933 
• Posters showing the Nazis as heros were everywhere 
• 1934 “Law against Malicious Gossip” meant that you faced death if you told an anti-Nazi joke 
• Many artists were banned 
 

Propaganda: Spreading a 
message or belief 

Censorship: Controlling 
what is distributed 



How were Jewish people treated before 1939? 

Throughout the 1930’s, the Nazis introduced laws against Jewish people, these were the Nuremberg Laws. These laws affected 
Jewish people socially, economically and politically, and became progressively worse as the 1930’s progresses. The aim of the 
Nuremberg Laws was to isolate Jews from normal German society and make life very difficult for Jewish people. Many Jews left 
Germany. 

Jews were forced to wear the Star of 
David as identification of being Jewish. 

 

                                 
Kristallnacht was a turning point in Jewish persecution in 1938. 

 

 

 

Kristallnacht was a Pogrom 
(organised attack) against Jewish 
people. 

 

1933 April:  boycott of Jewish shops 
1933 April:  Jewish lawyers and teachers sacked 
1933 May:  Jewish books burnt 
1934:  Local councils banned Jews from public spaces 
1935 June:  No Jews were allowed in restaurants 
1935 15th September:  Nuremburg Laws a series of measures passed which meant Jewish people lost 
their citizenship, the right to vote and sexual relations were forbidden between Jews and Germans 
1936 April:  professional activities were banned 
1938 March:  Jews had to register their possessions so that they could be confiscated 
1938 August:  Jewish men had to add the name Israel and women Sarah to their first names 
1938 October:  Jews had the red letter J stamped on their passports 
1938 November Jewish children excluded from schools and universities 

A Jewish student, Herschel Grynszpan, marched into the German embassy in Paris and shot 
dead the first diplomat he saw. The Nazi government seized on this incident as a reason to 
attack Germany’s Jewish community. The SS and Gestapo organised a wholesale attack on 
Jewish shops, premises, synagogues and schools. At least 7,500 Jewish-owned shops were 
destroyed and 191 synagogues were burned on 9 November 1938 in an event known as Crystal 
Night (Kristallnacht). The death toll probably ran into hundreds and 30,000 Jewish men were 
arrested in the following week and sent to concentration camps. 
The Jewish community was fined 1 billion marks as punishment for the murder of the German 
diplomat. Further laws banned Jews from going to cinemas, theatres and swimming pools; 
Jewish children were excluded from schools and universities. The removal of Jews from 
Germany’s economic life followed: their property was taken over by the state, they were not 
allowed to work and had to be dismissed from jobs without compensation or pensions. In the 
next 12 months more than 115,000 Jews left Germany, probably bringing the total of those who 
had left Germany since 1933 to 400,000. 
There was a fierce reaction to Kristallnacht abroad, with many foreign countries and newspapers 
reacting with horror to the events of that night.  
 

Hitler’s anti-semitism (hatred of 
the Jews) was extreme. He and 
his fellow Nazis saw the Jews 
as not merely an inferior race 
but a major threat to Germany 
and part of a world conspiracy 
to destroy Germany. In Hitler’s 
mind the Jews were responsible 
for Germany’s defeat in 1918, 
for communism, for the failure 
of the Weimar Republic and all 
the political ideas Hitler 
detested, like democracy, 
pacifism and international 
cooperation. 



Practice questions 

The Nazi party tried to control the lives of the German people. Three methods of control were: 

• Policies towards women  

• Policies towards the youth  

• Policies towards the work force 

Arrange the terms of the treaty in order of their significance in controlling the German people. Explain your 
choices. [9]  

First choice - [9 x answer lines]  

Second choice - [9 x answer lines]  

Third choice - [9 x answer lines] 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Approaching this question: Significance = important. Which was the most important/successful method of control? 

Paragraph 1) Youth Paragraph 2) Propaganda Paragraph 3) Women 
Youth are the future of Germany 
Discuss education system 
Discuss youth groups 
How do both prepare young people for 
Hitler’s Germany and future plans? Why 
is this so important in controlling 
Germany? Brainwashed youths =  
brainwashed population who are easy to 
control. 

Hitler is able to spread his vision for 
Germany. He can outline the role of 
men, women and children in 
propaganda posters. Explain each 
message. 
Joseph Goebbels 
Methods of propaganda: 
Radio, posters, rallies, speeches 
Censorship: Newspapers, books 
 

Explain how the lives of women 
changed when Hitler came to power. 
Women were pressured to have 
children. Explain the rewards given and 
why this was appealing for German 
women. 
This policy links to Hitler’s aim for 
Germany – rearmament and living 
space. 

 



Jewish people experienced Anti-Semitism and persecution during the 1930’s in Germany. Three forms of 
Jewish persecution were: 

• Boycotting Jewish businesses 

• The Nuremberg Laws  

• Kristallnacht 

Arrange the forms of Jewish persecution in order how much they significantly impacted Jewish people. [9]  

First choice - [9 x answer lines]  

Second choice - [9 x answer lines]  

Third choice - [9 x answer lines] 
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Approaching this question: Significance = important. Which was the most important/successful method of persecution? 

Paragraph 1) Kristallnacht Paragraph 2) Nuremberg Laws Paragraph 3) Boycotts 
Causes and effects – Explain how this 
was a violent turning point in the 
treatment of Jewish people. 
Explain the outcomes of Kristallnacht 
such as deaths, destruction of 
synagogues, Jewish population fined 1 
billion marks as compensation ect 
Explain how this event led to harsher 
Nuremberg Laws and Jewish people 
being isolated fully from society.  

Describe the Nuremberg laws and 
how they impact Jewish people. 
Consider the idea of isolation from 
society and how difficult it would 
have been for Jewish people to 
make a living.  

1933 April:  boycott of Jewish shops 
SA (before 1934) would guard Jewish 
businesses and discourage Germans 
from buying from Jews. 
SA guards would carry signs saying “Buy 
German” ect.  
Explain the impact of this financially for 
Jewish people.  
The total of those who had left Germany 
since 1933 to 400,000. 

 



Why did life change for the German people during the Second World War? 

The turning point came in 1942 with Germany’s defeat in Stalingrad. This was a shock for the people of Germany, as the war 
propaganda had said that they were winning. 

 

 

   

 

At the start of the war, the German Homefront was not severely affected by the war and allied bombing.  

Between 1939 and 1942….. 

• Military success – the Blitzkrieg tactics pushed the army forward to Poland in 1939, and Holland, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, Denmark, Norway and France in 1940 meaning the allies were defending and not attacking Germany. 

• No effect on the civilian population at this point. Propaganda celebrated military successes.  
• Germany takes resources from the lands of the countries that they occupied. 
• Foreign workers placed in German factories – free labour! 
• Food rationing – ensuring that everyone ate a balanced diet. Many ate even better during the war. Artificial goods 

were used, eg ersatzkaffee - a coffee made from acorn and barley seeds. 

 
 

  

 
The tide turns… Germany starts to feel the effects of war. 1942 onwards: 

Allied Bombing 
• The aim of the Allies' intensive bombing programme in May 1943 was to kill people's spirits and 

force the war to end. Germany's large cities were bombed. 
• Hamburg (its ports and industries; on 27 July 1943 45,000 were killed including women, 

elderly people and children) 
• Dresden (February 1943, 70 per cent of the city's buildings were destroyed, over 150,000 

civilians were killed in two nights) 
• Hamburg again (August 1943, 60 per cent of Hamburg’s buildings were destroyed; 60,000 – 

100,000 people were killed). 
• Around 800,000 civilians were killed by Allied bombing raids, despite the fact that they were not 

very accurate. Around 50 per cent of the bombs fell on residential areas, and 12 per cent on 
factories and war industries. 

The effect of the bombing: 
• Many fled to the safety of the countryside 
• The population of the villages increased quickly 
• People had to share their homes 

Germans saw that they were losing the war 
Therefore, support for the Nazis was weakening in the villages. 

• In September 1940, arrangements were made to move children from Berlin because of air raids 
by the Allies. This wasn't very successful, as many stayed in Berlin. 

 

Women and the war 

Before WWII, all propaganda produced had convinced women to stay at home 
and raise children. When war broke out, women were needed for labour but the 

Government was unsuccessful in recruiting female workers. 

Women’s concerns: 

• Food shortage 
• Bombings 
• They were worried about their children and their husbands who were in 

battle 
• 1943 – The Nazis tried to force 3 million women aged 17–45 to work. Only 1 

million went in to work. This was one of the reasons why they lost the war. 
Foreign workers represented 21 per cent of Germany's workforce. 

 

 



Total War – 1943 

 

 

 

 

 

It was clear that the war wasn't going in Germany’s favour.  Therefore Total War was 
declared and organised by Joseph Goebbels. Every aspect of Germany's economy and 
society was contributing to the war campaign. As a result, there were no: 

• professional sports 
• magazines 
• sweet shops. 

There was no shop opened that didn’t help with the war effort. Exchange centres were 
opened and more women were working in the factories. Working hours increased. 

The Hitler Youth Movement arranged for children to be moved to Austria and Bavaria. 

 

 

 
Shortages and the black market 

 -November 1939 - started to ration clothes. 
 -People were only allowed to use warm water twice a week – 

as a way of saving fuel. 
 -Soap rationing 
 -No toilet paper 

As the war progressed, rationing became much stricter. 
 

• 1939: 700 grams of meat for each person per week. 
• 1945: only 250 grams of meat for each person per week. 
• In 1943, the zoo animals were slaughtered! 

The result of rationing was that a flourishing black market 
developed, to exchange goods. 

 

Treatment of the Jews after 1939 
 

As Germany invaded Poland in 1939, three million Jews came under Germany's control. This is how Germany dealt with the 
Jewish people. 

Developing ghettos 
Poland – Ghettos were developed in Warsaw and Lodz. Jews weren't allowed to leave a part of the city – soldiers and barbed 
wire prevented them. Around 500,000 died as a result of disease and starvation. 
The Jewish population was increasing, and the Nazis used them to work in factories. 

Special operation squads 
As Germany went into Russia in June 1941, even more Jews came under the Nazis’ control. One of the sections of the SS, 
called the Einsatzgruppen, was used to gather Jews, shoot them and throw them into mass graves. Around 750,000 were 
killed in this way. In the eyes of the Nazis, this process was too slow for them to be able to deal with the number of Jews they 
had under their control. 

The reasons for the Final Solution and its implementation 
In July 1941, Goering ordered Heydrich to prepare a plan to find the Final Solution to the problem. The result was the 
construction of concentration camps. 
On 20 January 1942, at a Conference in Wannsse, Berlin, Himmler was given the task of extending the concentration camps 
and developing more effective ways of dealing with the problem. Therefore, gas chambers were constructed in camps such 
as Sobibor, Treblinka, Maidank and Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland. 

 In Auschwitz I it was possible to put 700-800 Jews in one gas chamber, and Auschwitz-Birkenau's chambers were even 
bigger. It would take between three and 15 minutes for them to be killed. The Nazis killed 6 million Jews – this was 
the Holocaust. The gas used in the chambers was called Zyklon B. 

 



Who opposed Hitler during the war years? 

Group number 1: The youth 

Group number 2: The military 

 

July Bomb Plot 

By the summer of 1944, some senior figures in Germany’s military believed that Hitler’s leadership was dooming 
Germany to defeat – many believed that defeat was simply a matter of time, especially after the Russian success 

at Stalingrad. They believed that the Allies would be open to negotiation with regards to a conditional surrender once 
Hitler had been killed. From this belief the Bomb Plot developed. 

• Colonel Von Stauffenburg set up Operation Valkyrie in May 1944 with Ludwig Beck and Karl Goerdeler 
• He wanted to leave a briefcase with a bomb at a military conference in East Germany on 20 July 1945 to kill Hitler 
• Someone moved the briefcase and Hitler was unharmed 
• 5746 people were executed as punishment for the plot 

 

 

The July Bomb Plot was a very serious threat to Hitler. 
 The Military are the people who are supposed to be 
most loyal to Hitler, the fact thy turned against him shows 
the amount of opposition he faced during the war years. 

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/1944.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/battle_of_stalingrad.htm


Group number 3: The Church 

 

Some Germans began to turn against Hitler during the war years. This is because.. 

• People were fed up of the strict control on their lives. 
• People were losing heart with the war effort after 1942. 
• People did not agree with the amount of German troops being killed in a war and the conditions they were living 

in. 
• As Germany started to lose the Nazis lost control in Germany – particularly after 1944. 
• People objected to the way that the Jewish and other groups were treated. 
 

Which group were the biggest threat to Hitler? Key arguments to use for each: 
The Youth The Military The Church 

The youth were the future of 
Germany and Hitler’s plans all 
surrounded the youth Nazi youth 
policy was very important as Hitler 
needed the youth to be Nazified. 

The Military were supposed to be Hitler’s 
most loyal allies. This threat would have 
been very serious as they military have 
the equipment and opportunity to 
assassinate Hitler. 

Church leaders are very respected 
within society. If they are preaching 
anti-Nazi sermons to crowds of 
Germans, they may be convinced that 
what they are speaking is the truth. 

Opposition from Religious Groups 

Martin Niemoller 
• Pastor in the Protestant Church 
• 1934 set up the Confessional Church to rival the National Reich Church 
• He was arrested and held at Sachsenhusen Concentration Camp but survived the war 

 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

• Helped Niemoller set up the Confessional Church in 1934 
• Spoke out openly against the Nazis 
• Joined the Abwehr (a group trying to overthrow Hitler) 
• Helped set up Operation 7 (helped Jews to escape to Switzerland) 
• 1942 was arrested and sent to Flossenburg Concentration Camp where he was executed in 1945 

Von Galen 
• Catholic Bishop who openly spoke against the Nazis in his sermons 
• He became known as the “Lion of Munster” and was too popular to be punished 
• He was arrested after the July Bomb Plot but was released in 1945  

 



What happened at the end of WWII? 

 
The Big Three 

 

The Allies (the big three) decided that Germany should never have the opportunity to destroy European peace again. 
They met twice: 
Yalta Conference Feb 1945 
Potsdam Conference July 1945 

The aim was to ensure that Germany could never surge up again as a powerful and aggressive power. 

 
Roosevelt USA                   Stalin Russia                     Churchill GB 

The defeat of Germany 

REASONS FOR GERMANY’S DEFEAT:  

• Fighting a war on two fronts – Operation Barbarossa (invasion of Russia) split the army in two 
• Russian winter – underestimated harsh conditions. Had no winter uniforms; frost hampered the use of tanks and artillery 
• Stalingrad – single largest and bloodiest battle in the history or warfare. Destroyed the German army - Over a million 

casualties. 
• USA – joined war in 1941.  Gave the Allies a fresh push of supplies and manpower 
 

The Soviet Union invaded east Germany, and USA and Britain invaded from the west. Millions of German 
refugees fled to avoid the bombing and Russian soldiers. Two million died from the cold, disease and 
tiredness. 

The fall of Berlin and death of Hitler 
24 March 1945 - The Allies cross the Rhine River. 

22 April 1945 - Russia's Red Army enters Berlin from the east. 

29 April 1945 - Hitler marries Eva Braun in the early hours of the morning. 

30 April 1945 - Then, Hitler commits suicide by shooting himself, but not before poisoning his new wife. 
His officers cremate his body, as ordered by Hitler himself. During his last days, Hitler began to rant 
about the Jews, blaming them for everything. He showed no sign of remorse. 

7 May 1945 - Karl Doenitz had been authorised by Hitler to control Germany. Doenitz agreed that 
Germany surrendered unconditionally. Germany had lost the war. 

 

 



 

 

Liberation of Concentration Camps 

When Germany was defeated in WWII, all concentration camps were liberated by the allies and all prisoners freed. 
Soviet soldiers were the first to liberate concentration camp prisoners in the final stages of the war. On July 23, 1944, they 
entered the Majdanek camp in Poland, and later overran several other killing centres. On January 27, 1945, they entered 
Auschwitz and there found hundreds of sick and exhausted prisoners. British, Canadian, American, and French troops also 
freed prisoners from the camps. The Americans were responsible for liberating Buchenwald and Dachau, while British forces 
entered Bergen-Belsen.. Although the Germans had attempted to empty the camps of surviving prisoners and hide all 
evidence of their crimes, the Allied soldiers came upon thousands of dead bodies "stacked up like cordwood," according to one 
American soldier. The prisoners who were still alive were living skeletons. 

 
 

The Potsdam Conference 

The Potsdam Conference took place in July 1945.  Many 
decisions were made about what to do with Germany and how 
to control it’s future.  They decided that the best way to ensure 
Germany succeeded without Nazi influence would be to split 
the country and capital, Berlin into 4 zones which would be 
controlled by a different Allied power (Soviet, French, US, 
British). 

 

The punishment of Germany 
Nazi leaders arrested and tried for war crimes 

A total 21 of the senior leaders of the Nazi Party were tried in Nuremberg in 1945 
and 1947. 

The Nuremberg Trials 
Those who stood trial in Nuremberg include: 

 Hermann Goering - Tried at the Nuremberg Trials and found guilty. He was 
sentenced to hanging, but committed suicide (poisoned himself) whilst waiting to be 
executed. 

 Rudolf Hess - Was senteced to life imprisonment for war crimes. 
 Dr Robert Ley - Committed suicide during the Nuremberg Trials. 
 Albert Speer - Was sentenced to 20 years in prison for crimes against peace and 

humanity. 
A total of 10 people were hanged. Their evidence indicated that they had 'obeyed 
authority'. 

Some senior Nazis died before the Nuremberg trials, including: 

 Joseph Goebbels - Died with his wife and family in the bunker with Hitler in Berlin 
on 1 May 1945. 

 Heinrich Himmler - Was arrested on 23 May 1945 (committed suicide). 
 Reinhard Heydrich - Was killed in Prague in May 1942. 
 Ernst Röhm - Was killed on the Night of the Long Knives. 

 

Denazification 

 

The allies removed all traces 
of the Nazi party from 

Germany. 
This included: 

 -The Nazi Party was made 
illegal 

 -Former Nazis were removed 
from positions of influence 

 -Millions of school textbooks 
were destroyed 

 -Teachers were removed from 
their posts / retrained 

 -A new curriculum was 
introduced 

 -The Allies controlled the 
press, film and radio 

 -The Allies spread democratic 
ideas 



Practice questions 

How important were the Nuremberg trials in the denazification of Germany? [12]  

[In your answer you should discuss the Nuremberg trials alongside other factors in order to reach a 
judgement.] 

[36 x answer lines] 
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Structure: 

Paragraph 1: The Nuremberg trials 

Paragraph 2: Other factors - The division of Germany, the Potsdam conference, the denazification of 
Germany and the liberation of concentration camps 

Conclusion: Overall, which factor was the most important in denazifying Germany? 



How important were the youth in opposing Hitler during the war years in Germany? [12]  

[In your answer you should discuss opposition from the youth alongside other factors in order to reach a 
judgement.] 

[36 x answer lines] 
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Structure: 

Paragraph 1: Youth opposition – Who? Why? How? Importance? 

Paragraph 2: Other opposition groups – The church and military – Who? Why? How? Importance?  

Conclusion: Overall, which group was the most important threat to Hitler and why? 

 

 



Why were conditions in West and East Germany different after 1949? 

The Yalta and Potsdam Conferences 1945  

By the spring of 1945 it was clear that Germany would be defeated and the Allied powers had to decide what would 
happen to Germany after the war. In February 1945 the leaders of the USA (Roosevelt), USSR (Stalin) and Britain 
(Churchill) met in a conference at Yalta to decide. They reached agreement on the following points: 

• Germany and Austria would be divided into four zones of occupation: Russia would control the east, Britain the north, USA and 
France the south and west.  

• Special arrangements were made for Berlin – all the Allies were given a sector of Berlin to control although it was in the middle 
of the Russian zone of occupation.  

• Those responsible for war crimes would be put on trial.  
•  New borders would be created for Poland. 

The Allied leaders met again at Potsdam in July 1945 after Germany had surrendered. It was agreed that at 
some point the occupation would end, when it was decided that Germans could govern themselves again. 
Then there would be a final peace treaty between Germany and the Allies. It was agreed that Germans 
living in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary would be moved back to Germany. 

 

Map of Germany divided. 

          

The German Democratic Republic in East Germany faced many problems. It had only one-third of the population of West 
Germany and its industrial output was barely 20 per cent that of West Germany. Poor living and working conditions 
encouraged thousands of Germans living in the GDR to move to the west. This movement made the shortage of skilled 
workers even worse and the economy did not prosper, especially as the USSR was still demanding reparations. Although the 
border was closed by the East German government in 1952, thousands still escaped through the free city of Berlin. In 1952 
182,000 left for the west through that route. 

The division of Germany 
Quarrels between the USA and Britain on one side and the USSR on 
the other meant that the plans for Germany changed dramatically. The 
threat of atomic weapons, the USSR’s reluctance to hold free elections 
in the east European countries and western fear of communism all 
contributed to a climate of suspicion and lack of trust. Britain, France 
and the USA decided that it was in their interests to revive the 
economy of the German areas they occupied. In 1947 the American 
and British zones were united into a single economic unit called 
Bizonia. They also introduced a new currency called the Deutschmark. 
The leader of the USSR, Stalin, viewed these developments with 
mounting horror and regarded them as breaking the promises made at 
Potsdam. This led to the blockade of Berlin and the Berlin airlift in 
1948. Following these events, the western Allies (Britain, USA and 
France) jointly made arrangements for their combined zones 
separately from the Russiancontrolled zone. Germany was divided into 
two parts which would last for over 40 years. 



                                                                   The Marshall Plan 

In June 1947 a massive boost, not only to the West German economy but also to western Europe generally, came with the 
Marshall Plan.  The US Secretary of State, George Marshall, announced that the USA would make money available to all the 
European countries to rebuild their economies.  Between 1948 and 1952 $1,300 million was spent on this aid in western Europe 
and the western zones of Germany benefited enormously.  In 1948 the German currency was replaced with the Deutschmark. 

Soviet control and repression in the East. 
The pressure on the East German government was shown in 
June 1953 when hundreds of thousands of workers went on 
strike, attacking Communist Party buildings and demanding 
free and secret elections. The Soviet army was called in to 
restore order: many thousands were arrested and it has been 
estimated that 125 people were killed. Although wages were 
increased, after this uprising the government took steps to 
double the size of its secret police force, the Stasi, to ensure 
that a similar protest would not occur. Many voted with their 
feet and in 1953 alone 408,000 people emigrated from East 
to West Germany. The one-party police state continued, with 
the Soviet army in reserve to ensure its safety. 

Stasi The secret police in the German Democratic Republic (East Germany). 

Economic recovery in the West 
In West Germany the first Chancellor, from 1949 
to 1963, was Konrad Adenauer.  
He intended to:  
• restore the West German economy and repair 
the damage done by war;  
• work for increased independence for West 
Germany and end the occupation by Allied 
military forces;  
• restore democracy and denazify West 
Germany. 
 
A very important part of his policy was to restore the 
West German economy and repair the damage 
caused by the Second World War.  
There were two very important factors affecting these 
plans: 
• One was the introduction of a new currency, the 
Deutschmark, in 1948 which brought to an end the 
postwar inflation.  
• The other was the Marshall Aid programme which 
gave West Germany, along with many other European 
countries, generous investment to rebuild the 
economy. West Germany received $1,300 million. 
 

 
Konrad Adenauer 

Economic Miracle in the West 

Adenauer’s Economic Minister was Dr Ludwig Erhard and much of 
the credit for the success of West Germany’s economic recovery is 
due to him. So successful was the growth of the German economy 
that it is often described as an ‘economic miracle’. The West 
German economy was a mixed economy, in that private capital and 
state capital were used to create wealth and recovery. Relatively 
high rates of taxation were used to ensure there was enough 
government income to afford social reforms and welfare provision of 
a high standard (benefits for the unemployed, sick, and young 
people and pensions for the old). The mixed economy depended on 
economic recovery and the creation of wealth to pay for the welfare 
state. Excellent relations with trade unions ensured a cooperative 
workforce and there were remarkably few strikes. 

The key points of Erhard’s policies in the 1950s were:  
• Sensible use of $1,300 million of Marshall Aid to rebuild old 
industries and introduce hi-tech machinery.  
• Investment and research: firms which invested in research and 
development could reclaim tax.  
• A strong central bank and new currency.  
• Massive demand for goods because of the Korean War (1950–3).  
• High taxation of business and the more wealthy to fund further 
investment and social reform.  
As a result of these policies, West Germany experienced:  
• the highest annual growth rate in western Europe; • full 
employment (by 1960 a low rate of 0.4 per cent unemployment);  
• high productivity (between 1948 and 1964 industrial production 
increased by 600 per cent);  
• very low inflation. West Germany became one of the leading 
economies of the world by the 1960s. The production of cars, for 
example, was second only to the USA. By the mid-1950s the 
Volkswagen company was producing the VW Beetle car at a price 
that was affordable to Germans and buyers in other countries and it 
had a sound reputation for reliability. Luxury goods such as Leica 
cameras and Mercedes-Benz cars were in high demand. 

Pressure on the East 

The pressure on the East German government 
was shown in June 1953 when hundreds of 
thousands of workers went on strike, attacking 
Communist Party buildings and demanding free 
and secret elections. The Soviet army was called 
in to restore order: many thousands were 
arrested and it has been estimated that 125 
people were killed. Although wages were 
increased after this uprising, the government 
took steps to double the size of its secret police 
force to ensure that a similar protest did not 
occur. 



 

 

 

 

Practice questions: 

Explain why life was so different for East and West Germans after 1949. [8] 
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The Berlin Wall 

Escape across the wall was highly dangerous. It has been estimated that 
nearly a hundred people were shot trying to cross into the west between 1961 
and 1989, 41 in the first year. Families and friends were forced to live apart 
for decades. The border between the two Germanies was heavily fortified, not 
only in Berlin but along the whole frontier. One famous example of an 
attempted escape was that of Pete Lechter on 17 August 1962. He attempted 
to cross the wall to see his sister. As he climbed the barbed wire he was shot 
and fell back into the Death Strip where he slowly bled to death only 300 
metres from a border post. Crowds gathered, begging the US guards to 
rescue him, but this would have meant violating the border and risking an 
international crisis. A tense stand-off existed between the west and the east 
over Berlin. President Kennedy of the USA made a famous visit to west Berlin 
in 1963 which may have boosted morale in west Berlin but, at the same time, 
the USA was powerless to remove the wall without risking a nuclear war. The 
wall survived for 28 years, a symbol of the cold war and the divided Germany. 

 

Success criteria: The division of Germany. Yalta Conference. Life in East Germany. The Stasi. Life in West Germany. Konrad 
Adenauer. Adenauer’s Economic Minister was Dr Ludwig Erhard. Marshall Aid programme. The Berlin Wall.  

The Berlin Wall 
In August 1961 the East German government, under instructions from the USSR, started to construct a wall to divide East and 
West Berlin. This 103- mile perimeter around west Berlin was quickly built. It was a massive stone wall, topped with barbed 
wire and gun positions. A second barrier created a gap between the walls that was soon nicknamed the Death Strip. There 
were specially constructed crossing points into east Berlin: special permits were required. The most famous was called 
Checkpoint Charlie, the only point at which non-Germans could cross into the east. 



Explain why and how the economy in the West improved so rapidly after 1945?  [8] 
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Describe Soviet control and repression in the East. [5 marks] 
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Success criteria: Konrad Adenauer. Marshall Aid programme. Dr Ludwig Erhar. End of post-war inflation. Employment. Luxury 
goods.  



How did relations between the two Germanies change between 1949 and 1991? 

The emergence of two Germanies: 

West Germany East Germany 
The industrial expansion of West Germany in the 1950s has 
sometimes been described as an ‘economic miracle’. This was 
because West Germany in the 1950s experienced:  
 
• the highest annual growth rate in western Europe; • full 
employment;  
• high productivity;  
• very low inflation. Industry benefited from the latest 
technology to replace war damage.  
 
Investment from the Marshall Aid programme ($1,300 million) 
provided a massive boost to the economy. 
West Germany’s Economic Minister, Dr Ludwig Erhard, 
pursued policies that encouraged investment, research, a 
strong central bank and currency stability.  
The economy was also helped by demand from the Korean 
War (1950–3) for industrial equipment.  
Another factor which helped was a moderate trade union 
movement which tended to avoid strikes and worked with 
governments and employers to solve problems in a mixed 
management model.  
The West German economy performed consistently strongly 
into the 1960s.  
There was a recession in 1967 but growth resumed in 1968 
with the help of government loans and an agreement with 
unions to keep wages under control. Growth resumed, 
although, perhaps not surprisingly, it was never as high as in 
the 1950s. 

 

By contrast, East Germany could not control the movement of 
refugees from east to west in search of higher living standards.  
Between 1949 and 1961 3.5 million East Germans had moved 
west.  
Compared with other east European countries, East Germany 
had reasonable employment and living standards, but they 
were a long way behind those of West Germany and the police 
state was very unpopular.  
By 1961 the East German government and the USSR decided 
they had to take action to prevent any more East Germans 
leaving through Berlin. It was decided to construct a wall 
through Berlin to prevent any more movement.  
The Berlin Wall was started in 1961 and caused tensions with 
the USA and the other western Allies. In the years that 
followed, 900 people were to die whilst trying to escape over 
the wall, most of them shot by East German border guards.  
Thousands more were arrested for trying to escape. T 
he East German government strengthened its one-party police 
state even more in the 1960s, becoming one of the most 
repressive countries in Europe. The Stasi became even more 
powerful. 
 
 

 
 

 

   

  

Belgium signs the OEEC Charter 

 

The ECSC and EEC  

The idea of a united western Europe became more popular as the division 
between east and west became more important. Chancellor Adenauer, 
in particular, saw great advantages for the new West Germany in a 
united Europe. European countries had become used to the idea of 
cooperation in 1948 with the OEEC (Organisation for European 
Economic Cooperation) which implemented the Marshall Plan. 

In 1950 Jean Monnet, a leading French politician and believer in western 
European cooperation, persuaded the foreign minister of France, Robert 
Schuman, to propose a plan for French and German co-production of 
coal, iron and steel. The plan was designed not only to make economic 
cooperation easier by removing customs duties but also to improve 
relations between France and Germany after being at war so frequently. 
The European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) started in 1951 and 
by 1953 included France, West Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Luxemburg and Italy. It proved an amazing success. By 1958 the 
trade in steel was 151 per cent above 1950 figures. The surge in 
economic activity helped the recovery of the West German economy in 
the 1950s. The success of the ECSC persuaded the six countries that a 
common market which reduced, and later eliminated, customs duties and 
brought about free movement of goods, labour, services and capital was 
in every country’s interest. The common market or EEC (European 
Economic Community, later known as the European Union) was formed 
by the Treaty of Rome in 1957. 

 



Cold War Context: 

In June 1947 a massive boost, not only to the West German economy but also to western Europe generally, came with the 
Marshall Plan. The US Secretary of State, George Marshall, announced that the wealthy USA would make funds available to all the 
European states to rebuild their economies. Between 1948 and 1952 $1,300 million was spent on this aid in western Europe and 
the western zones of Germany benefited enormously. At the same time, in June 1948, the western Allies suspended the German 
currency and replaced it with the Deutschmark to bring an end to inflation. The revival of the German economy in the western 
zones began. Stalin, the leader of the USSR, viewed these developments in the western zones with growing suspicion and fear 
that the agreements made at Yalta and Potsdam were being violated by the western powers. 

Importance of Berlin 

 

Causes of the Berlin Blockade: 

West Berlin was a ‘window into the West’ for those living in the Soviet sector. The Western Allies had invested heavily to 
help West Berlin recover. This showed those in East Germany (living behind the Iron Curtain) the standard of living in the 
West. West Berlin was thus a potential embarrassment to Stalin – with Marshall Aid it was being used as a showpiece of 
capitalism. This, together with his determination to prevent a West German state, meant Stalin had to do something… 

Stalin thus wanted to force the Western Allies (USA, Britain and France) out of West Berlin. In June 1948, Stalin blocked 
all routes in and out of Berlin. Road, rail and canal routes were all cut – all surface transport links.  

 

BERLIN AIRLIFT SUMMARY: 

In June 1948, Britain, France and America united their zones into a new country, West Germany. On 23 June 
1948, they introduced a new currency, which they said would help trade. 

The next day, Stalin cut off all rail and road links to west Berlin - the Berlin Blockade. The west saw this as an 
attempt to starve Berlin into surrender, so they decided to supply west Berlin by air. 

The Berlin Blockade lasted 318 days. During this time, 275,000 planes transported 1.5 million tons of supplies and 
a plane landed every three minutes at Berlin's Templehof airport. 

On 12 May 1949, Stalin abandoned the blockade. 

Tensions grew between the USSR (Russia) and 
the USA, Britain and France. Stalin was 
determined to keep Germany weak and prevent 
any possibility of a future invasion.  

The introduction of a new currency was a step 
too far for Stalin. It was seen as a real threat. 

The Berlin Airlift 

The Allies were faced with a difficult decision. They needed to assist East Berlin, but they also risked turning the Cold War hot by 
aggravating Stalin. The choice to fly supplies in was taken. This meant the Western Allies wouldn’t give in to Stalin, but also wouldn’t 

provoke war. It placed pressure back on Stalin.  
• For eleven months food and other supplies were flown into Berlin by British, French and US planes.  
• Inhabitants of West Berlin depended on these flights for everything. In the winter of 1948 they lived on dried potatoes, powdered eggs 

and cans of meat, with just four hours of electricity per day.  
• 275,000 flights carried in 1½ million tons of supplies. At its peak, one plane landed every 3 minutes.  
• The airlift cost over $100 million, together with the lives of 79 servicemen who died in accidents. 



 

The significance of the Berlin Wall 

By the 1960s Berlin was still divided - the USSR controlled the East and the USA guaranteed freedom in the 
West. Thousands of refugees escaped to West Berlin each day - much to the embarrassment of the USSR - 
so in 1961 Khrushchev closed the border and ordered the construction of a wall to stop people leaving. 

The problems in West Berlin 

West Berlin was a worry and an embarrassment for the Soviet Union in 1961: 

• Nearly 2,000 refugees a day were fleeing to the West through west Berlin - hardly proof of the 
Soviet claim that the Communist way of life was better than capitalism! 

• Many of those leaving were skilled and qualified workers. 
• The Soviets believed (rightly) that West Berlin was a centre for US espionage. 

At the Vienna Summit of June 1961, therefore, Khrushchev demanded that the US leave West Berlin within 
six months. Kennedy refused and instead guaranteed West Berlin's freedom. 

On 13 August, Khrushchev closed the border between East and West Berlin and started building the Berlin 
Wall. At first, the Russians regarded it as a propaganda success, but as time went on, it became a 
propaganda disaster - a symbol of all that was bad about Soviet rule. 

 

The Berlin Wall shortly  
after its construction 
 

 

During the early years of the Cold 
War, West Berlin was a 
geographical loophole through 
which thousands of East Germans 
fled to the democratic West. In 
response, the Communist East 
German authorities built a wall 
that totally encircled West Berlin. It 
was thrown up overnight, on 13 
August 1961. For the next three 
decades, the city became the hot 
end of the Cold War as the world's 
nuclear superpowers faced off 
across the Wall.  

Berliners woke up on 13 August to find themselves 
separated from friends, family, work and even their 
homes and in the coming weeks and months, the 
barrier was strengthened with concrete walls and 
guard towers. 

The first person to be killed trying to cross the wall 
was Gunter Litfin, on 24 August 1961. Like many 
East Germans, he worked in West Berlin and had 
woken up little over a week before to find his 
livelihood as an apprentice tailor destroyed. He was 
also a member of the centre-right CDU party, which 
was quickly made illegal by the GDR and rented a 
flat in the West. The wall was still mostly a barbed 
wire barrier at the time and he hoped to break 
through with a well-timed run on what he believed 
was a poorly-guarded stretch. But when he was 
spotted climbing over railway tracks, he was shot in 
the head. 

 

 
Why was the Berlin Wall created? 

 Germany divided into 4 zones after Potsdam 
 East – communist; west capitalist 
 USA, Britain and France had united their zone 
 By 1961 thousands of educated young Germans and skilled workers were leaving East Berlin in search of a better life by going through 

West Berlin 
 Kruschev (Soviet leader) built the wall to stop defectors 
 Leaders of the GDR (East) said they built the wall because there were lots of US spies entering the GDR through West Germany 



The importance of Brandt and Ostpolitik. 

 

Willy Brandt 

 

Was Brandt’s policy of Ostpolitik successful? 

Brandt received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1971 in recognition of his efforts.  The results of Ostpolitik saw improved 
relations between East and West Germany.  Both countries were now part of the United Nations. Travel and communications 
were easier and trade increased throughout the 1970s. 

Practice questions: 

Relations between the two Germanies changed between 1949 and 1991. Three reasons to explain this 
change were: 

• The Berlin Blockade and Airlift. 
• The significance of the Berlin Wall. 
• The importance of Brandt and Ostpolitik. 

Arrange the factors in order of their significance in changing relations between the two Germanies. Explain 
your choices. [9]  

First choice - [9 x answer lines]  

Second choice - [9 x answer lines]  

Third choice - [9 x answer lines] 

 

Chancellor Willy Brandt  was Foreign Minister of West Germany from 1966 and Chancellor 
from 1969. Brandt was the Mayor of west Berlin during the Berlin Wall Crisis. 
Brandt introduced a policy of Ostpolitik  
Neue Ostpolitik (German for "new eastern policy"), or Ostpolitik for short, was the 
normalisation of relations between the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG, or West 
Germany) and Eastern Europe, particularly the German Democratic Republic (GDR, or East 
Germany) beginning in 1969. 

Ostpolitik involved: 
• a non-aggression treaty between West Germany and the USSR 
• an agreement with Poland that recognized Poland’s getting territory (land) back that had 

once belonged to Germany 
• Brandt kneeling in homage at the memorial to Polish Jews killed by the Nazis in the 

Warsaw ghetto 
• Acceptance of the four-power division of Berlin as permanent 
• A Basic Treaty in 1972 between East and West Germany in which they agreed to 

exchange diplomatic missions, increase cross-border contacts and respect each other’s 
independence. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjRjK-S7P_RAhVEMBoKHcknCtgQjRwIBw&url=https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1971/brandt-facts.html&psig=AFQjCNHvVmujr12DrOUCtJN7vHUTQrs7hw&ust=1486620790159864
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What factors led to the reunification of Germany in 1990? 

 

The collapse of communism in Eastern Europe 

In December 1988, Gorbachev, the Soviet leader announced that Communist ideas should play a smaller role in Soviet 
foreign affairs- the USSR would trade with communist states and capitalist ones. He was keen for the Eastern European 
states to have open government (glasnost) and restructured  economies (perestroika). He withdrew troops from Eastern 
Europe to save the USSR money. He wanted to strengthen the USSR through reform – however once reform had begun he 
could not stop it.  Following nationwide strikes in Poland in 1988, the Communist government was defeated in free elections 
in June. In May 1989 Hungary opened its borders with Austria allowing thousands of East Germans escape through Hungary 
to W Germany. In early 1990 the Hungarian communist government was defeated.  By November  the Berlin Wall came down; 
German reunification followed in 1990.  In Czechoslovakia, following huge demonstrations against communism, the  
government resigned in November and a non-Communist president was elected in December. Following huge demonstrations 
in Romania from December 1989 and  a very violent response from the secret police, democratic elections were held in 1990.  
In early 1990, democratic elections were held in Bulgaria. As a result, Gorbachev officially announced the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union and his resignation as President on 25 December 1991. 

 

The collapse of communism in Eastern Europe. 

By the late 1960s both the USA and the USSR were anxious to reduce their spending on arms and improve relations with their 
Cold War rivals.  The improvement in relations which followed were known as Détente.  The 1970s were a time of world 
economic depression; both superpowers could no longer afford to spend large amounts on weapons.  This led to a 
treaty(SALT) between the USA and USSR that limited the amount of nuclear weapons each side could have.  In 1975 
American astronauts and Soviet cosmonauts met up and shook hands in space.  Later that year a conference was held in 
Helsinki where all countries agreed to recognise the borders set out after the Second World War, including the division of 
Germany.  However, by the end of the 1970s Détente collapsed because both sides developed new nuclear weapons and the 
SALT treaty collapsed.  The beginning of the 1980s saw a return to the same Cold War tensions of the 1950s and 60s.                                          

 SALT = Strategic  Arms  Limitation  Treaty 

Why did Communism fall 
in Eastern Europe? 

The collapse of the Berlin 
Wall was the culminating 
point of the revolutionary 
changes sweeping East 
Central Europe in 1989. 
Throughout the 
Soviet bloc, reformers 
assumed power and ended 
over 40 years of dictatorial 
Communist rule. The 
reform movement that 
ended communism in East 
Central Europe began in 
Poland. 



The role of Helmut Kohl 

Helmut Josef Michael Kohl was a German statesman who served as Chancellor of Germany from 1982 to 1998. 

In 1982 Helmut Kohl became Chancellor of West Germany and under his leadership the economy began to recover from the 
recession of the late 1970s. His period in office from 1985 coincided with the end of the cold war. Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies of 
perestroika and glasnost in the USSR not only ended tensions between east and west but also relaxed the ban on other political 
parties in eastern Europe. (Glasnost means 'openness' and refers to government transparency and increased freedom of 
expression.) 

The Polish and Hungarian governments changed into coalition governments where communists were either in a minority position or 
non-existent. The new Hungarian government dismantled the Iron Curtain, opening up its borders to Austria in March 1989. This 
had a dramatic impact in East Germany where thousands of people now had a new route to move west. By June 1989 12 per cent 
of the entire population of East Germany had put in applications to emigrate. In September 1989 alone, 33,000 people moved west 
from East Germany. The East German economy was heading for bankruptcy. Gorbachev had already announced that he would not 
order the Soviet army to crush opposition in eastern Europe as had happened on so many previous occasions in the past. 

 

On 9 November 1989 the East German government had no option left, without Russian support, but to open its borders and allow 
free travel. Thousands marched to the Berlin Wall and pulled it down in one of the most momentous events in post-war history. In 
the next few days hundreds of thousands of east Germans crossed the remains of the wall and visited the west.  

Chancellor Helmut Kohl of West Germany now seized the opportunity to lead the reunification of Germany: 

• Huge loans were made by the West German government to bail out the bankrupt state of East Germany. 

 • By March 1990, 300,000 East Germans had left for the west. At this rate of emigration, coupled with its poor economy, East 
Germany had no long- term future as a country.  

• Gorbachev assured Kohl he would not oppose reunification in return for West German loans to the USSR: by 1997 133 billion 
marks had been paid to the USSR and the countries that replaced it.  

• There was overwhelming support for reunification in East Germany as was shown in free elections in March 1990. Germany now 
became a complete federal democracy. The two currencies were merged in May 1990 and East Germans found that their mark 
could be exchanged at a value of one for one with the West German Deutschmark even though the market value was only a 
fraction of the West German mark. This was an important factor ensuring that unification was popular in the east. 
 

What factors led to the reunification of Germany in 1990? 

In 1989 Germany was reunified (united into one country).  There were several reasons for this: 

1. The East German economy had continued to decline since the end of the 1970s and its 
people began to call for reform. 

2. Mikhail Gorbachev, the General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
introduced more openness into Russian society in the mid-1980s. The Sinatra Doctrine 
allowed Eastern Bloc governments to make their own decisions without Russian interference. 

3. The Communist government in Hungary soon collapsed and the country opened a border 
to Austria.  East Germans realised that this was a way to escape to the West through! 

4 Many people were dissatisfied with the Communist regime and the economic and social conditions there (which led to 
demonstrations at the end of the 1980s). Protests started off in churches and students then joined in. 

In July 1990, Kohl had managed to reach an agreement with Russian president Mikhail Gorbachev that an enlarged 
West Germany would be able to stay a member of Nato in return for footing the bill for withdrawing Soviet troops and 
resettling them at home, a deal which spelled the end of the cold war and guaranteed Kohl’s place in history. 



5. In November 1989, an East German official announced on radio that free travel would soon be allowed.  This was broadcast 
across the world but there was some confusion as to what it mean because of the language barrier.  Many ordinary Germans 
rushed to the wall started to tear it down. With no instructions, the border guards did not fire at them. 

The Berlin Wall  fell on November 9, 1989.  

Helmut Kohl, the leader of West Germany introduced a ’10 point plan’ to unify the East 
and West. The first free elections in 40 years gave only 16% of the vote to the former 
Communist party. The East German parliament decided in 1990 to join the Federal 
Republic of Germany (West Germany) and East Germany thus ceased to exist. 

On 31st August 1990 the Unification Treaty was signed and the GDR disappeared. Helmut 
Kohl became the leader of the whole of Germany. 

Life after Reunification 

The bill for reunification was calculated this year at more than £1.6trillion – and rising.  That cost has been borne by every 
German taxpayer and many others in the EU. It has paid for new roads and the demolition of old factories in the decrepit 
east. It has built new houses, hotels, hospitals, schools, bridges, farm buildings and power plants, and renovated grand old 
palaces and castles the communists allowed to fall into disrepair. 

As a result of improvements the average life expectancy for women has gone up from 77 to 83 and for men from 69 to 77 in 
the old east.   

The economic strength of East Germany remains two thirds of that of the west and parity in all things will still take many 
years to achieve. A study released in August showed poverty and joblessness was still higher in the east. East Berliners still 
feel and act differently to their western counterparts. 

Practice questions: 

Describe the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe after 1970. (5 marks) 
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However Berlin, overall, has undergone massive redevelopment since 1991 and has been redesigned as a new capital, with an 
iconic Reichstag building. It is a centre of creativity, with a thriving music scene, active nightlife and important tourist industry. 
The German economy, in spite of all the problems of reunification, is still a major success story and has been justly described 
as the economic powerhouse of Europe, ranked in 2008 as the third largest in the world. Most Germans have not only done 
well out of reunification, the majority are also firmly in favour of it. Unemployment by 2013 in the east was at its lowest since 
1991, though gross domestic product in the east was still only 67 per cent of that in the former West Germany and 
unemployment in the east is 9.5 per cent whilst in the west it is 5.8 per cent. 



How important was the role of Mikhail Gorbachev in the reunification of Germany? [12]  

[In your answer you should discuss the role of Mikhail Gorbachev alongside other factors in order to reach 
a judgement.] 

[36 x answer lines] 
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Structure: 

Paragraph 1: Mikhail Gorbachev, Sinatra Doctrine.  

Paragraph 2: Other factors – Collapse of Communism in Europe, End of the Cold War, Helmut Kohl, the fall 
of the Berlin Wall.  

Conclusion: Overall, which factor was the most important in the reunification of Germany? 
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