
Explain why Brandt’s policy of Ostpolitik led to the reunification of Germany in 1991 (8 marks) 

Willy Brandt was the Chancellor of West Germany and he wanted to repair the relationship between East and West 

Germany. At this time America and Russia were caught in a Cold War and Berlin  and the division of Germany was adding to 

this tension as it was causing conflict between the two sides. Brandt decided to create a policy of Ostpolitik which means to 

rectify and repair the relationship between East and West Germany. This would then help Germany to reunify and avoid any 

further Cold War tension between the USSR and the USA. If the relationship broke down further between the USSR and 

the USA, nuclear weapons may have been used. It was important to avoid this. 

Brandt’s policies included Brandt organized a non-aggression treaty between West Germany and the USSR. This was known 

as the Treaty of Moscow. By signing the treaty (agreement) both the Allies, West Germany and the USSR pledged not to 

use any force against eachother. Brandt also organized an agreement with Poland that ensured that Poland would have land 

returned back to them which was taken in WWII.  

Furthermore, Brandt knelt in homage at the memorial to Polish Jews killed by the Nazis in the Warsaw ghetto and showed 

the world that West Germany was apologetic for its actions in WWII.  

Also, Brandt made an agreement with East Germany on the division of Berlin. The Agreement laid the foundation for a 

series of East-West agreements, which accompanied in the period usually known as Détente (cooperation). It also 

reestablished ties between the two parts of Berlin, improved travel and communications between the two parts of the city 

and brought numerous improvements for the residents of the Western Sectors. 

Brandt organize a Basic Treaty in 1972 between East and West Germany in which they agreed to exchange diplomatic 

missions, increase cross-border contacts and respect each other’s independence. 

Overall, Brandt’s policies helped the reunification of Germany because it improved the relationship between East and West 

Germany and the USA and the USSR. It improved trade and communication in the 1970s and paved the way for future 

developments. The success of Brandt’s policy is highlighted in the fact that Brandt received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1971 

in recognition of his efforts.   

 

Explain why Brandt’s policy of Ostpolitik led to the reunification of Germany in 1991 (8 marks) 

When Brandt became the Chancellor of West Germany, Germany was at the centre of the Cold War conflict between the 

USA and the USSR. Nuclear warfare was a key threat and tension continued to grow between the two sides. This was 

highlighted by the poor relationship between East and West Germany.  

To ease the Cold War tension and to improve relations between East and West Germany, Brandt adopted a policy of 

Ostpolitik which meant to reconcile and improve relationships between the two Germanies. Brandt’s policy involved signing 

the Treaty of Moscow, this was a none aggression agreement between the USSR and the Allies, pledging not to use force 

with eachother. Brandt also repaired relationships with Poland by pledging to return land previously occupied by Germany 

and by kneeling at the Warsaw Ghetto Memorial to pay homage to those who suffered at the hands of Germany in WWII. 

Finally, Brandt organised a Basic Treaty in 1972 between East and West Germany in which they agreed to exchange 

diplomatic missions, increase cross-border contacts and respect each other’s independence. 

Brandt received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1971 in recognition of his efforts. The results of Ostpolitik saw improved relations 

between East and West Germany.  Both countries were now part of the United Nations. Travel and communications were 

easier and trade increased throughout the 1970s. This contributed greatly to the reunification of Germany later in 1991.  

 

Explain why Brandt’s policy of Ostpolitik led to the reunification of Germany in 1991 (8 marks) 

Willy Brandt was the Chancellor of West Germany and he wanted to assist in the reunification of Germany and improve 

relationships between East and West Germany. Brandt used the policy of Ostpolitik which helped East and West Germany to 

trade with eachother and communicate better. It also showed how sorry Germany was for their actions in WWII.  

Brandt was given the Nobel Peace Prize in 1971 which highlighted how successful his policy was.  


