
CURRICULUM INTENT
At St Cuthbert’s Catholic High School we aim to foster the 
intellectual, social, creative, physical, moral and spiritual 
development of all our students.  

We endeavour to create an aspirational high-achieving culture 
which takes into account individual needs, learning styles and 
allows everyone to experience success.  We aim for all our 
young people to enjoy learning, make progress and achieve.  
We want our students to develop interpersonal skills, build 
resilience and become creative critical thinkers.  We see each 
student as a unique person with a God given individual identity.

In order to help our students develop, we believe it is 
important for them to explore all their talents and experience a 
wide range of opportunities.  To this end, we ensure our 
curriculum is broad, balanced, relevant and personalised.

CURRICULUM

CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION
We provide a mastery curriculum with the expectation that we don’t 
move on to the next topic until all our students have a secure 
understanding of the current topic.  In order to allow the mastery 
approach to be effective, we aim to promptly identify and support 
students starting secondary school without a secure grasp of reading, 
writing and mathematics so they can access the full curriculum.

In Years 7 & 8 our students follow a common curriculum of English, 
Maths, Science, Religious Education, Art, Drama, Geography, History. 
MFL, Computing, Music, Physical Education, Technology & PSHE.  Further 
opportunity is given for the personalisation of the curriculum for those 
who require additional support with literacy and numeracy.

From Year 9 our curriculum is broad so that students can experience a 
range of opportunities across the curriculum; balanced because it is 
unwise for students to narrow down their options before the age of 16; 
relevant for students’ individual needs and the demands of a rapidly 
changing world; and personalised so that the level and type of work are 
suited to the ability and learning style of each individual child.  From Year 
9, all students study English Language and Literature, Mathematics, 
Science, Religious Education, PSHE and Citizenship, Core P.E., History or 
Geography.  Students can opt to study Art, Creative Technology, Drama, 
Languages, Music, Physical Education, Construction, Food & Hospitality, 
Health & Social Care.

Our approach to teaching and learning supports our curriculum by 
ensuring lessons build on prior learning and provide sufficient 
opportunity for guided and independent practice.

We use Barak Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction (2012) to develop 
our teaching practice:-
1. Begin a lesson with a short review of previous learning.
2. Present new material in small steps with student practice after each 

step.
3. Ask a large number of questions to check the responses of all 

students.
4. Provide model answers.
5. Provide scaffolds for difficult tasks.

IMPACT

• Outcomes 
• Qualifications 
• SEET 93% 2018/19
• All our Year 8 students take part in Work Experience
• All our students study History or Geography at KS4 and have the 

opportunity to study a language.  Students also have the 
opportunity to study a range of vocational courses at KS4 e.g. 
Construction and Food & Hospitality.

• CEIAG programme for all students.

Destinations:
• Carmel College – more going to an outstanding provision (26 in 

2018)
• More students studying ‘A’ Levels (30 in 2018)
• Apprenticeships 
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